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Proposals by the government to withdraw benefits from asylum seekers have 
been declared unlawful by the United Nations High Commission for Refugees. 
But still Michael Howard and Peter Lilley are intent on ensuring that Britain 
introduces legislation that has no respect for human dignity and welfare. In this 
issue Searchlight has devoted four pages to looking at the damaging legislation 
that this government is bringing in to combat the imaginary “problem” of 
refugees and asylum seekers. Searchlight believes it is vital that anti-fascists are 
at the centre of the struggle against these pernicious measures. 

Bills to restrict immigration have been brought in by both Conservative and 
Labour governments. But the frequency with which ever more pernicious 
controls have been introduced is now a hallmark of the present government. It is 
a cheap swipe at the most vulnerable and has huge implications for the kind of 
society in which we live. 

Even without the introduction of the latest proposals the present practice of 
immigration control in this country has exposed the party of “moral and family 
values” for what it truly is. The reality is that under the current system families 
are torn apart: mothers are taken away from children and the children put into 
care; husbands are not allowed to join their wives because immigration officials 
will not believe that their marriages are genuine; relatives are not allowed into 
Britain to visit their families. Many families are forced to live “underground” to 
evade deportation, or are thrown into detention centres when they arrive in this 
country to flee torture. One family with young children has been living in two 
small rooms in a church for over 700 days to escape deportation. 

This government time and again deports political dissidents from countries 
with military regimes back to the countries from which they have fled for their 
very lives. Often those deported are never heard from again. But white immi- 
grants from within “fortress Europe’, who make up the majority of immigrants, 
are not denied the chance to live here. The racist motives are clear. 

In November 1979 Searchlight carried a full-page advertisement for a national 
demonstration against the proposed, and later passed, British Nationality Act. 
Seventeen years later Searchlight urges everyone to attend the national 
demonstration on Saturday 24 February in London called by the Campaign 
Against the Immigration and Asylum Bill (for details see page 8). 

Anti-immigration has always been a cornerstone of fascist politics and cam- 
paigns in Britain. Every time the government brings in further restrictions the 
fascists feel that they are vindicated in their demands. Within the past few weeks 
fascists and racists have circulated their propaganda to MPs urging them to con- 
sider the “problem” of how refugees and immigrants are undermining and 
destroying British society. Searchlight would like to ask this government what is 
happening to this society. When a country no longer offers refugees safety, sup- 
port and the chance to build a new life then it can no longer claim to be civilised. 
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C18 pair head for Old Bailey 


aul David Sargent and William 

Browning have been sent for 

trial at the Old Bailey, after 
their third appearance on remand at 
Bow Street Magistrates’ Court on 16 
January. The trial, on charges of pos- 
session of and conspiracy to distribute 
a publication and CDs likely to incite 
racial hatred, is set to begin on 27 
February. 

Despite the long overdue arrests of Sargent 
and Browning, claims by Searchlight and 
John Tyndall, leader of the British National 
Party, that “Charlie” Sargent and his Combat 
18 and National Socialist Alliance groups 
were set up with help from British intelli- 
gence appear to be sticking. Hard-core nazis 
across Scandinavia, affiliated to the American 
nazi Gary Lauck’s NSDAP-AO organisation, 
have issued warnings against Sargent and, as 
they aptly put it in issue 4 of their glossy 
journal Nordland, his “English hooligan 
mob”. 

It is not clear what has caused this change 


A growing number of serious 
racial attacks will take place 
because the “leaderless 
resistance” train that the C18 
leaders have set in motion will 
be hard for the authorities or 
the anti-fascist movement to 
derail in the short term 


of heart. These hardline nazis, some of whom 
are engaged in terrorist activities and whose 
leader, Lauck, is in a German prison awaiting 
trial, are unlikely to be basing their view of 
Sargent’s loyalty on what Searchlight has said 
on the subject. Perhaps they have pondered 
on a sequence of events recently and decided 
that there is a limit to what can be explained 
by coincidence. The decision late last year by 
William Pierce, the world’s leading nazi, to 
give his support to Tyndall during the BNP 
annual party rally, when he openly attacked 
C18, has probably driven another substantial 
nail into C18’s coffin. 

The current issue of the C18 monthly, 
Putsch, repeats the line that by the end of 
1996 publication of The Order, another C18 
magazine, and Putsch will stop. Quoting the 
SS leader Himmler, Putsch says there will be 
a substantial weeding out of the NSA 
membership. 

The security services’ plan becomes clear- 
er. First they form a group to take over the 
nazi end of the British far right, then they all 
but destroy Britain’s largest nazi group, the 
BNP. They gain a complete stranglehold on 
the nazi music organisation, Blood and 
Honour, and put themselves at the sharp end 
of nazi connections with the most violent and 
dangerous of the Ulster loyalists. Later they 
try to move onto the international nazi stage. 


Jonni Hansen, the Danish nazi leader (centre in foreground) has turned his back 
on “Charlie” Sargent and his C18 followers since they gathered in Roskilde, 
Denmark in August 1995 to commemorate Hitler’s deputy, Rudolf Hess. He and 
the rest of Scandinavia’s nazis have dismissed C18 as an “English hooligan 
mob” in the most recent issue of their magazine, Nordland. 


To give them additional credibility to 
achieve their ultimate aim of fragmenting the 
links between the nazis and loyalist, two key 
C18 members are arrested on what, consider- 
ing everything else they have done, are minor 
charges. They then present themselves as the 
movement’s martyrs. 

The publication of two new NSA box num- 
bers is aimed at giving the impression of fur- 
ther growth on the home front. Searchlight 
has traced them to the following addresses: 
Wulfinga, 6 Windmill Place, Polegate, East 
Sussex, and Derek Ward, 56 Slinn Road, 
Christchurch, Dorset. In truth, however, their 
support may be on the wane. On the first two 
appearances of Sargent and Browning at Bow 
Street, substantial numbers of nazis turned 
out in noisy support of the defendants. On 16 
January only a dozen showed up. 

The extreme right internationally and the 
Ulster loyalists are beginning to count the 
cost of doing business with C18. There have 
been substantial seizures of arms and drugs 
heading for the loyalists in Northern Ireland, 
the failure of the Hess march last August in 
Roskilde, Denmark, C18’s threats to Swedish 
nazis, the nazis’ complete failure to disrupt 
the international football match in Oslo last 
year, and leading C18 officers stirring up 
young nazis in Blood and Honour and 
more mature nazis at NSA meetings to attack 


the police and to use weapons and force. 

While Searchlight supports the aim of the 
security services of breaking links between 
the nazis and loyalist terrorists, and has 
indeed called for the authorities to act against 
the far right in Britain, the method by which 
they are implementing their present policy 
has resulted in the unleashing of a 
Frankenstein monster out of control. C18’s 
nazi thugs are running riot threatening and 
attacking MPs, police officers and ordinary 
citizens, as well as anti-fascist activists, set- 
ting fire to buildings and riding roughshod 
over the race relations laws. Even the BNP 
has complained that the authorities appear to 
be turning a blind eye, with C18 activists vir- 
tually immune from arrest. This is one 
instance where the end certainly does not jus- - 
tify the chosen means. 

Searchlight predicts that a battle will now 
take place for control of Blood and Honour 
because it is the nazis’ biggest milch cow. We 
also believe that a number of activists who 
have left the BNP are likely to crawl back in 
the coming months, and that a growing num- 
ber of serious racial attacks will take place 
because the “leaderless resistance” train of 
violent actions by small cells of nazi activists 
that the C18 leaders have set in motion will 
be hard for the authorities or the anti-fascist 
movement to derail in the short term. 
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Claude Moraes Is the 
director. of the Yfoint 


Council for the Welfare of 3 


Immigrants. Here he 
considers the, political 
and social implications of 
the Alsylum ana 
Immigration Kill. 


nation is judged by its treatment 

of its most vulnerable people. 
Consider then the measures that 
Peter Lilley originally planned to 
introduce on 8 January: at a single 
stroke he wanted to withdraw all 
social security benefit from an esti- 
mated 13,000 asylum seekers - 
many with families - who are 
appealing against initial decisions. 
The 4,500 children involved would 
have gone into care. The agencies 
are preparing emergency beds for 
the adults. After hard campaigning 
slightly amended proposals have now 
been announced in Parliament but it 
appears that they will still go 
through with few concessions. 

Yes, it is difficult to believe. Even 
for this Government. The ‘saving’ to 
the taxpayer Lilley originally esti- 
mated at £200 million. The cost of 
local authority care for 4,500 child 
asylum seekers for one year - £200 
million. The answer is obvious. This 
DSS measure and the new Asylum 
and Immigration Bill will be one of 
the most extreme playings of the 
race card at least since Margaret 
Thatcher announced in 1978 that we 
were “rather being swamped by an 
alien culture”. 


t is said that the moral state of a 


Playing the race card 


This new Bill signals important his- 
torical shifts which take the Bill 
beyond previous immigration legis- 
lation, promised and delivered after 
every election since 1979 bar one. 
It is the playing of the race card 
which predominantly accounts for 
the 1981 British Nationality Act, 
the 1988 Immigration Act and the 
1993 Asylum = and_ Immigration 
Appeals Act. 

The new Bill has even deeper 
implications. It has blurred the dis- 
tinction between asylum and immi- 
gration and successfully linked both 
with fraud and illegality. It has also 
moved the UK to a European concept 
of ‘internal immigration control’, 
similar to the French ‘Passqua’ laws. 
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The asylum provi- 
sions scrape 
together measures 
which do _ not 
require __legisla- 
tion, and which in 
the hands of an 
unscrupulous 
Home Secretary, 
will put many of 
the asylum seekers we deal with 
daily in great danger. It will include 
a ‘white list’ of designated countries 
from which it will be assumed that 
applications for asylum are unfound- 
ed; and it will include the abolition of 
the right of appeal prior to expul- 
sion, for those whose claim for asy- 
lum is rejected on the grounds that 
they have travelled through a safe 
third country in which they could 
have applied. The appeals procedure 
will be accelerated with little regard 
for proper legal representation. 

The asylum strategy is a hard-core 
one. Howard is telling the British 
public that in-country applicants for 
asylum should be considered ‘bogus’ 
and disposed of. Those still here will 
be destitute and may want to leave. 
Many of those who thereafter claim 
asylum at airports or ports of entry 
will either be removed or detained. 
If one does not claim asylum imme- 
diately there will be little real 
chance of claiming at all. Some of 
the most deserving asylum seekers 
must get into a country and then 
claim. They may be _ traumatised, 
with their documentation destroyed 
- summary removal would be a dan- 
gerous historical shift in our asylum 
policy. On the so-called ‘safe white 
list’ were countries like Nigeria , 
Sri Lanka and Algeria. Possibly some 
of the most dangerous countries on a 
‘safe’ list! The new ‘sanitised list’ 
still includes asylum-producing 
countries. Nigeria is a good example 
of how the Government is already 
adopting a de facto white list of safe 
countries - out of the last 1,400 
Nigerian applicants only one has 
received full refugee status. It 
doesn’t take a genius to work out 
that Ken Saro-Wiwa and his execut- 
ed comrades would never have 
received asylum in this country 
under this kind of statistical deluge. 


Internal immigration 
control 

The immigration element of the Bill 
sets the seal on the race card. 


Imposing criminal sanctions on 
employers who employ ‘illegal 
immigrants’ will, according to the 
Institute of Directors, have “unac- 
ceptable racial implications”. Even 
Gillian Shephard called the proposal 
“potentially damaging to race rela- 
tions”, in a memo leaked to The 
Guardian. She has said that “There 
is a danger that employers will con- 
centrate checks on_ prospective 
employees whom they see as a risk, 
if not simply exclude them from 
consideration for the job.” 

The historical shift here is 
towards internal immigration con- 
trol - checking of immigration status 
in-country. The UK does not have a 
significant illegal immigration prob- 
lem. The checks in the private 
sector as well as the public sector 
check announced by Michael Howard 
on 18 July will impact on black 
British citizens in the workplace, 
hospitals, schools, universities and 
local authorities. The 18 July pro- 
posals have caused consternation 
amongst public sector unions who 
will have to campaign against an 
extraordinary nationwide “snoop- 
ers’ charter”. The divisions between 
people in the workplace and the 
potential for unjust investigations 
are incalculable. The Home Office 
have effectively perpetrated a myth 
about the level of illegal immigration 
which would require European-style 
internal control. At the same time, 
the Home Office refuses to publish 
what it believes is the real figure 
for illegal immigration. Keeping the 
low figure secret helps push the 
myth along. It is the perceived 
inevitability of workplace racism 
that has brought on angry responses 
from trade unions. 

If even The Economist magazine is 
calling this a “nasty little Bill”, 
what is Labour saying? Chris Smith, 
MP, will oppose Lilley’s social secu- 
rity cut. Labour will oppose most, if 
not all, of the Bill now that the 
Special Standing Committee proposal 
has been refused. But Labour will 
also have to adopt a strategy for its 
own immigration and asylum policy 
after the election For trade unionists 
this is a moral issue about the use of 
the race card, but it also puts trade 
unions in the front line against 
workplace racism and _ injustice. If 
the Bill is to be defeated this year - 
and it can be - trade unionists, 
indeed the whole community, will 
have to play their part. 


Persecuted at Home, Destitute in the UK 


onathan Parr of the 

sha hogs Council looks more 
closely at how the proposed 
changes in social security 
will affect asylum seekers. 


n 11 January Peter Lilley 

confirmed the Government’s 

plans to take away entitlement 
to benefits from the majority of 
asylum seekers. The regulations will 
come into force on 5 February. 

The Government claims that its 
intention is to “strengthen the posi- 
tion in the community of those gen- 
uinely entitled to refugee status”. 
The reality is that these proposals 
will lead to destitution and home- 
lessness for the majority’ of 
refugees whilst they await the 


decision on_ their 
asylum. 

The regulations take away entitle- 
ment to income support, housing 
benefit and council tax benefit from 
all asylum seekers except those who 
apply on entry to the UK (port 
cases) or are from a country the 
Home Secretary has declared has 
undergone a significant upheaval and 
are still waiting for the initial deci- 
sion from the Home Office. Anyone 
who applies for asylum even one day 
after entry or who is appealing 
against a refusal by the Home Office 
would no longer be entitled to bene- 
fit. No provision is made for any 
vulnerable group such as torture 
victims, pregnant women, families, 
disabled or the elderly. The Home 
Secretary has also yet to declare 
that any country in the world is 
undergoing a_ significant upheaval! 
Given the Home Office’s recent 
record of determining applications 
for asylum, perhaps his failure is 
not too surprising. 

In addition, asylum seekers will no 
longer qualify for family credit, dis- 
ability working allowance, disability 
living allowance, attendance 
allowance, invalid care allowance or 
severe disablement allowance. Loss 
of these benefits means that disabled 
asylum seekers will be left with no 
benefits. 

The only change to the proposals 
announced at the Conservative Party 
conference in October is that the 
previous cut-off date of 11 October 
1995 has been dropped. 

Home Office figures show that 


application for 


‘top: Grace Nnalue and Rev Jan Harper at the National Coalition of Anti-Deportation Campaigns 
rally on January 13. Grace and her three children face deportation face deportation to Nigeria 


Albove: (l-r) Dr Mohammed Sekkoum, Allgerian Refugee Council; Rev David Haslem, Secretary of the 
Churches Commission to Racial Justice; Kate Allen, Asylum Rights Campaign; Diane Abbott MP and 
Ken Cameron, Fire Brigades Union present a letter of protest from the Campaign Against the 


Immigration and Asylum Kill to 10 Downing Street 


70% of asylum seekers apply for 
asylum after entry to the UK. 
Refugees often have little choice but 
to apply for asylum after entry. 
Most are nationals of states where 
the Home Office has imposed a visa 
restriction and fines airlines and 
other carriers if they bring asylum 
seekers to the UK without proper 
documentation. Many states do not 
give passports to those they are 
persecuting and even applying for a 
passport can put the individual and 
family in great danger. Consequently 
many refugees have to travel on 
false papers. Others apply in-coun- 
try because they fear being refused 
entry, do not know the procedures 
or because their individual circum- 
stances change after entry. Deciding 
to apply for asylum can be a trau- 
matic step to take and some 
refugees need time to accept that 
exile and loss is the only feasible 
option left to them. 


Existing discrimination 


The Government claims that denying 
benefit to asylum seekers appealing 
against a refusal of asylum by the 
Home Office puts them on a par with 
UK nationals appealing against a 
refusal of benefit. This is spurious 
nonsense. UK nationals are not 
denied benefit due to their immigra- 
tion status. If a UK national wins the 
appeal, benefit is awarded from the 
date of the claim, whereas an asy- 
lum seeker who wins the appeal 
against the Home Office will not be 
paid any backdated benefit. These 
proposals undermine the right of 
appeal for asylum seekers. 

The existing benefit rules are dis- 
criminatory: income support is paid 
at a reduced rate and asylum seek- 
ers only qualify for income support 
if they have no other income or capital. 

The visible increase in homeless- 
ness and destitution together with 
hostile media and Government com- 
ment about ‘bogus refugees’ is high- 
ly likely to increase’ prejudice 
towards refugees and also the Black 
community. 

The proposals are opposed by a 
wide range of groups and individuals 
and even the Government’s own 
Social Security Advisory Committee 
recommended that they should be 
completely withdrawn. 

The special difficulties and trau- 
mas that refugees face call for 
appropriate and special help. In con- 
trast the proposals remove basic 
provision for even essential needs. 
The period after a refugee’s entry 
to the UK will become a matter of 
survival and struggling with depri- 
vation. The consequences for many 
will be grave. 
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Philip Rudge, General Secretary of ECRE 

peel Cound for Refugees and Exiles), 

ooks at the international ramifications of 
ritish and European 
mmigration policy. 


Alsylum and 


policy in Europe gives rise to grave anxieties that 

the institution of asylum itself is under threat. 
The problem is both the content of the measures being 
taken and the manner in which these important issues 
are discussed in semi-secret groups of officials with 
little parliamentary or legal scrutiny. This move 
towards harmonisation is at the level of the lowest 
common denominator. 

Much of the language of the debate relates to costs 
and so-called ‘bogus refugees’ abusing the systems of 
asylum in Europe. But it is worth recalling that what 
we are really talking about is a discussion of values, of 
the kind of European space we are creating, of who 
may come and live with us here. More important than 
that, perhaps, is also the question of how far 
governments are prepared to go to stop people in need 
of protection from coming. We see a range of deterrent 
practices in place, we see returns at the frontier, car- 
rier sanctions, visa controls and a growing parapher- 
nalia of restriction. The doctrine of the “Safe Third 
Country” also permits states to return asylum seek- 
ers to countries where there are no necessary guaran- 
tees that an asylum claim will be properly heard. Some 


‘Te trends towards the harmonisation of refugee 


governments consider that they must respond in this 
way to the racism and the xenophobia that charac- 
terise much public discussion of the issues. 

However, there are certainly political forces in 
Europe, both on the national and the international level, 
that fully appreciate that the current trend of 
harmonisation is not leading to the kind of solutions to 
the complex human rights issues raised by the flight 
from persecution which are necessary and appropriate. 
The risk is not only that European states will abandon 
some hard fought human rights standards but that they 
will set an example that will enable other countries 
around the world to lessen their respect for the princi- 
ples of refugee protection. This includes states which 
in many respects are under far greater social and eco- 
nomic pressure than the states of Europe. There are 
already signs that this is so in the comments of gov- 
ernmental officials from some Asian and African 
states, who point to a growing double standard in the 
rhetoric of European states at the international fora. 

The mobilisations of civil society in Europe, based on 
accurate information, good arguments and ethical con- 
viction, is therefore not only a matter for the refugees 
and people of this continent but carries a far wider 
significance in the global protection of persons needing 
asylum from fundamental breaches of their human 
rights. How far the institution of asylum is permitted 
to continue depends on people like you, to mobilise and 
to counteract the negative information and prejudice, 
and to help sustain an ethic of human solidarity 
towards refugees and asylum seekers. 


Af Dubs, former director 
of the Refugee Council and 
viow a Labour Working 


Peer, examines the political 
progress of the Asylum and 
Immigration Kill. 


he last fundamental Tory asy- 

lum proposals were the Asylum 

and Immigration Appeals Act 
1993, which was introduced in the 
autumn of 1991 before the election, 
ran into parliamentary difficulties 
and was reintroduced after the gen- 
eral election. There had hardly been 
time to assess the effects of this 
measure when Michael Howard 
announced his new proposals, again 
designed to make asylum seekers the 
scapegoats in the run-up to another 
election. 

The Asylum and Immigration Bill 
has already had its second reading 
debate in the Commons and will, as | 
write, shortly be in Standing 
Committee. | expect that around 
April it will go on to the Lords. Of 
course, it is possible that the Bill 
will run into difficulties in the 
Commons, though there are few 
signs that Tory MPs are willing to 
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The Politics of Cory Asylum Policies 


rebel on this issue. But, given pre- 
sent parliamentary arithmetic, any- 
thing is possible! 

On balance it is more likely that 
the Lords can be persuaded to carry 
some significant amendments against 
the Government and it would then 
depend upon the Commons as to 
whether they will accept the Lords’ 
amendments or overturn them. By 
that time we shall probably be into 
July - indeed it is just possible that 
the Bill will not complete its passage 
till October. With a dwindling major- 
ity the Government might get into 
further difficulties, and they have 
already indicated they want to clear 
the decks for a possible autumn 
election. 

However, the Government has 
just announced to Parliament (on 11 
January) the Social Security regula- 
tions which will deny income support 
and other benefits to asylum seek- 
ers. Under Parliamentary proce- 
dures, such regulations are. not 
amendable and can become law after 
a short debate in each House. The 
Government had intended to get them 
through Parliament in December and 
to come into effect on 8 January. 
The Government is now faced with 


widespread opposition and with what 
is a very critical report on the pro- 
posals by the SSAC (Social Security 
Advisory Committee). In these 
recent announcements the govern- 
ment has made no concessions other 
than as regards the _ transitional 
arrangements. 

A disturbing point is that many of 
the key measures in the Asylum and 
Immigration Bill are not specified in 
detail but merely give the 
Government the powers to decide at 
a later date. For example, housing 
accommodation is to be denied to 
“any immigrant who is of a class 
specified in an order made by the 
Secretary of State”. And _ child 
benefit is to be denied to an 
immigrant “unless he satisfies pre- 
scribed conditions”. 

| believe that any politician who 
believes in human rights should 
reject these measures, the more so 
as we do not know how the 
Government will exercise the pow- 
ers it will get through the Bill. 

Now is the time for everyone who 
believes in the rights of asylum 
seekers to make our voices heard 
and to campaign hard against his 
odious Bill. 


Want -to-— find out 
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If you would like further 

ritain’s Black community is facing the spectre of an intensification information about the 
6 social security propos- 
als, action packs are 
available from: 
Asylum Rights 
Campaign, 
c/o 3 Bondway, London 
SW8 1SJ 


of legislative racism with the introduction of the Immigration and 

Asylum Bill. Whilst those seeking asylum are the primary targets, 
the resident Black community will also not be exempt from the onslaught. 
There are two clauses in particular that pose an ominous threat. Clause 7 
of the Bill states that: 

“A constable or immigration officer may arrest without warrant any- 

one whom he has reasonable grounds for suspecting to have committed an 
offence to which this section applies”. 
The offences to which this refers are illegal entry, obtaining leave to 
enter or remain by deception, overstaying and failing to observe the 
conditions of leave given. The Bill mentions that premises may be 
searched by force to make an arrest. 

The daily experience of harassment and criminalisation that the 
African, Asian and Caribbean communities face at the hands of the police 
can only be exacerbated by any law that further empowers them to stop 
Black people on the spurious grounds of ‘suspicion’. 

Additionally the Bill will compel employers, benefit agencies, medical 
services and many other agencies to act as informants and as immigration 
officials. Clause 8 states that: 

“... if any person (“the employer”) employs an immigrant (“the 
employee”) who ... is not one to whom subsection (2) below applies, the 
employer shall be guilty of an offence”. 

In this way public servants and private employers will face fines for 
providing services to, or employing, illegal immigrants. It is self-evident 
that such measures can only lead to an increase in the unemployment lev- 
els within the Black community, which have already reached astronomical 
proportions. Those racist employers who do not wish to employ Black 
people or even adopt equal opportunities policies will have a surefire alibi 
for failing to shortlist Black applicants - the suspicion that they may be a 
‘bogus refugee’. 

The Bill is not merely the recourse to familiar territory of a troubled 
party desperately trawling for votes, but also shows the willingness of 
political parties to exploit British racism. These measures further 
entrench Britain’s status as not only an institutionally racist nation, but 
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European Council for 
Refugees and Exiles 
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Welfare of 
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also a legislatively racist one. 


Murray Hatcher, National Black Caucus 


Media, Myths and Immigration 


owhere is the power of the media more apparent 

than in the reporting of immigration issues by 

tabloid and some broadsheet newspapers. In the 
coverage of immigration and refugee stories it is clear 
that the media have power to dictate rather than inform 
public opinion. A relentless flow of negative and factual- 
ly incorrect headlines plays on people’s fears about 
Black and Asian immigrants, often invokes threats of a 
‘race war’ and plays a part in damaging race relations. 
The ways in which the right-wing tabloid press exploits 
the issues of immigration, by assuming latent racism, 
results in articles that are at times scarcely distin- 
guishable from those in fascist publications. Looking at 
recent newspaper headlines on immigration and refugee 
stories one finds examples such as: “GREEDY BEGGARS 
ROB BRITAIN BLIND”, “KICK OUT THE DROP OUTS THEY 
ARE EATING US OUT OF HOUSE AND HOME - SEND THEM 
PACKING” and “1 MILLION ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS 
SWAMP BRITAIN”. 

Sections of our press continuously inform us that 
Britain is full up and more immigrants will only provoke 
racism. Looking at the headlines that appeared in British 
newspapers in the 1930s we see that little has changed. 
Then readers were warned about aliens flooding into 
Britain who were supposedly taking British jobs and homes. 

For example, in 1937, in response to incoming Jewish 
refugees The Scotsman talked of “The duty to keep our 
people at work”. In 1938 the Sunday Express stated 


Refugee Council 
Tel. 0171 582 6922 


“Just now there is a big influx of foreign Jews into 
Britain. 

The Daily Mail for a short time in the 1930s even went 
so far as to praise Hitler for dealing with the problem of 
Jewish control over Germany and in its enthusiastic 
support for Mosley’s British Union of Fascists and 
National Socialists trumpeted in one memorable headline: 
“HURRAH FOR THE BLACKSHIRTS!” 

A look at the regularly produced fascist paper, the 
British Nationalist by the BNP, shows unequivocally how 
high anti-immigration rates on the fascist agenda. Out of 
the past 12 issues, five have led with headlines or 
major features on immigration such as “Immigrant 
takeover of Britain: THE HORRIFYING TRUTH” 
(December 1994), “NEW IMMIGRANT FLOOD ON WAY” 
(April 1995), “Strict immigration controls? Who do 
they think they are kidding?” (October 1995). 

All the articles combine the kind of lies, distortions 
and hysterical rhetoric that one expects from the fas- 
cists’ gutter press. Time and again phrases such as “~... 
the flood continues unabated”, “... a massive problem of 
illegal immigrants” and “... the betrayal of Britain” are 
used. The paper necessarily holds an ambiguous attitude 
towards Tory immigration policy, firstly praising 
Howard’s proposed “immigration crackdown” and then 
in the same article accusing him of “bogus immigration 
crackdowns”, applying the language used against the 
immigrants to the legislators themselves. 

Few newspapers find the truth about immigration 
newsworthy. The continual media misinformation only 
serves to fuel the ridiculous claims made by the fascists. 
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Byker Grove star threatened 


Gaudi Vedhara, a schoolgirl star in the 
BBC television series Byker Grove, has 
been threatened by racist thugs at school. 


Thirteen-year-old Gaudi, who plays Sita 
Ravi in the programme, stayed at home for 
two weeks until the headmaster and police 
could give assurances for her safety. Other 
children also stayed at home. 

Gaudi, who attends Gosforth High School 
in Newcastle, said the problem had developed 
over the past three months. “They kept 
hassling, threatening and swearing at me and 


always demand money,” she said. “I was very 
scared they would hit me. At first it was just 
about Byker Grove, saying that I thought I was 
clever because I was in it. But then it turned to 
threats because of the colour of my skin.” 
Most of the abuse took place outside the 
school gates. In a separate incident five Asian 
pupils, who were practising before a hockey 
match in aid of Children in Need, were beaten 
up by three white youths who had climbed 
over the school fence. One of the victims was 
Gaudi’s 15-year-old brother Shanker. A 17- 
year-old youth, who is not from the school, 


has been charged with the attack. 

More than 200 parents attended a meeting 
at the school following several incidents in 
which both black and white pupils were 
forced to hand over money. 

Last year Ofsted inspectors said racism 
was a serious concern at another Newcastle 
school, West Gate Community College. Their 
report said: “Pupils speak about racist and 
abusive language used by some white pupils 
against them and how often they are bullied. 
Pupils are not always confident of the support 
of the College in these matters.” 


Rugby league’s ‘small problem’ 


Black rugby league players have had to put 
up with a torrent of abuse from a section of 
fans. Announcing a campaign to combat 
racism in the game, league officials said the 
game had a “small but significant problem’. 


The reality is that players such as Martin 
Offiah, 28, star player for Wigan, have had to 
put up with shouted obscenities, being spat at 
and having bananas thrown at them. The 
abuse is so bad that Offiah will not allow his 
parents to attend matches. 

He said he understood why Eric Cantona 
had kicked someone in the crowd following 
racist abuse at Crystal Palace. “Okay, he 
shouldn’t have kicked someone in the crowd 
— that was totally unacceptable — but I know 
the feeling. I have been driven close to the 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ RACIST BULLYING IN SCHOOL 

A Home Office study has found that 
Asian and black children are more 
likely to be picked on at school. 

In areas of Liverpool and the East 
End of London, the researchers found 
that racist violence tended to spill over 
from the community. Ethnic minority 
children were often threatened by 
former pupils hanging around outside 


the school gates. 
(The Times 20.12.95) 


@ MAD DOG BITTEN 


A racist thug who abused and 
headbutted a London Tube worker 
complained when his victim bit him. 

Michael Topping, 28, said he was 
acting in self defence when he bit Robert 
O’Brien’s ear. He was cleared of affray. 

O’Brien, 25, was found guilty of affray. 

‘Sentence was postponed for reports. — 
(Daily Telegraph 6.12.95) 
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edge many times. You take 80 minutes of 
constant abuse, sometimes just because 
you’ve begun the game by falling over, and 
it’s very hard to maintain your composure.” 

Things got especially bad when Martin left 
the Widnes club to play for Wigan, but 
continued to live in Widnes. His car was 
vandalised, rubbish was pushed through his 
letter box and he got malicious phone calls. 
He was forced to move to Manchester. 

In soccer, Newcastle player Les Ferdinand 
has described the abuse he has had to put up 
with at some grounds. In a match at Everton last 
year he was injured and had to sit on the side. 

“As I sat by the touchline, dads in the stand 
were hurling all kinds of abuse at me — much 
of it racist — and their sons sat beside them,” 
he said. “Those kids must think it’s perfectly 


okay to carry on like that. Bad behaviour often 
boils down to the way you are brought up.” 
Commenting on an advertisement he had 
made with Eric Cantona for Nike, designed to 
combat prejudice, he said there was still a 
problem. “It’s not just an anti-racist thing 
because it tackles all the unacceptable forms 
of abuse from the terraces. You shouldn’t 
abuse Cantona just because he’s French, goad 
players just because they are bald, ginger 
haired, plump, have long noses, whatever.” 
Tony Blair, Leader of the Opposition, said 
that, if Labour got into power, fans who cause 
trouble would be prosecuted. Those shouting 
racist abuse would be fined up to £2,500 and 
forbidden to follow their teams abroad. The 
law would be altered so that individuals 
shouting racist abuse could be prosecuted. 


Stop the Asylum and 
Immigration Bill 


@ No pass laws here 
@ Defend asylum rights 


National demonstration in London 


Saturday 24 February 
Assemble 11am Embankment 
Rally at Trafalgar Square 


Organised by the Campaign Against the Immigration and 
Asylum Bill with the support of the TUC and many trade 
unions, refugee and anti-racist organisations, MPs and 


Searchlight. 


Life Guards abuse black recruit 


The first black soldier to join the Life 
Guards is on the verge of leaving because 
of racial abuse. 


Trooper Mark Campbell, 28, from 
Wolverhampton, has done well in his first 
year of service. He won the Jackson shield for 
being the best turned out cavalryman during 
his 20 weeks’ basic training. At the VJ Day 
celebrations last year he was one of 18 
cavalrymen escorting the Queen. 

He then developed a skin complaint due to the 
metal chin strap of the ceremonial helmet and 
was transferred to Windsor. There he suffered 
verbal racial abuse from fellow soldiers, 
although he has not made an official complaint. 

A friend said: “When I told him to hang on 
in there, he replied ‘If people had to go 
through what I’m going through they 
wouldn’t hang on for a week’.” She said that 


Labour MP in surprise 
attack on CRE 


he refused to give details of what had 
happened because he did not want to sound as 
if he was whingeing. 

Former Grenadier Guardsman Richard 
Stokes, 26, who left the army because of 
racism, has written to Trooper Campbell. He 
said: “You have to stay in the army because 
you can be a positive role model for younger 
black people who may also be facing difficult 
situations. I told him he could write to me 
whenever he wants. When you’re in that 
situation friends and family are of no use. 
They can’t really imagine what it’s like.” 

Mr Stokes joined the Grenadier Guards in 
1987 but left after three years of verbal and 
physical racial abuse. When he went to Ulster, 
fellow soldiers chanted racial abuse and a 
corporal stubbed out a cigarette in his food. 

The Commission for Racial Equality has 
just completed a two-year inquiry into racial 


A Labour MP signed an Early Day Motion with two right-wing 
Conservatives calling for the abolition of the Commission for 


Racial Equality. 


Lawrence Cunliffe supported Ann Winterton and Graham 
Riddick in calling on the Home Secretary to “abolish this 
hypocritical, divisive and anachronistic organisation”. 

The motion claimed that the CRE discriminated against 


whites and Asians when recruiting staff. 

A CRE press spokesman told Searchlight that Mr Cunliffe 
withdrew his signature the following day, claiming he had not 
read the motion properly before adding his name to it. 


discrimination in the Household Cavalry. It 
found that there was bias against black 
recruits. The selection procedure favoured 
those who had attended public schools and 
was partly based on how applicants behaved 
at formal dinners. 

The CRE inquiry followed the case of 
Corporal Jake Malcolm, who had served in 
the Gulf. When it was realised that he was 
black, Corporal Malcolm’s posting was 
switched from the Life Guards to the Royal 
Tank Regiment. He was _ subsequently 
awarded £6,500 compensation. 

A Ministry of Defence plan to increase the 
number of black and Asian recruits in the 
armed services over 10 years has flopped. An 
article in RAF News admitted: “Despite the 
steps taken so far, people with an ethnic 
minority background remain significantly 
under represented”. 


The Commission for Racial Equality’s poster campaign 
last year to encourage people to report racial attacks. 


Searchlight wonders why a Labour MP would even consider 
putting his name to a motion being circulated by a right-winger 
like Ann Winterton in the first place. 


Second National Assembly Against Racism 


At the first National Assembly Against Racism last year over 700 people gathered to discuss 
responses to the wave of racism sweeping Europe. This second assembly will bring together a 
broad alliance to stand up to the government’s new racist offensive, in its latest asylum and 
immigration measures. 


Saturday 9 March 1996 
10am to 5pm 
York Hall, Old Ford Road, London, E2 (Bethnal Green tube) 


Plenaries and workshops. Speakers include Brendan Barber, deputy general secretary TUC; 
Richard Stone, Jewish Council of Racial Equality; Myrna Simpson, Joy Gardner Memorial 
Campaign; Donald Douglas, Brian Douglas Campaign; Diane Abbott MP and many others. 


Registration fee £10 organisational delegates; £7/£4 waged/unwaged individuals. Further details 
from National Assembly, c/o CAPA, St Hilda’s East Community Centre, Club Row, E2. 
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Government slams the door 


The government has slammed the door on what it calls “bogus 
asylum seekers” so hard that it is not only expelling many 
legitimate refugees to danger and possible death. Children born 
in this country, who are British citizens, are being expelled with 
their parents, who are given the “choice” of leaving their 
children behind to be adopted. The threatened cut in benefits 
has led to the Red Cross preparing soup kitchens and camp 
beds. Government ministers have adopted a dirty tricks 
campaign of leaking confidential files to a section of the press. 


Algerian deportee 
faces death 


A former Algerian policeman, who deserted 
his post, was due to be deported back to an 
uncertain reception. 

Hocine Dib, 29, who has lived in Britain 
for two years, was meant to be deported on 5 
December. Because he arrived on a tourist 
passport and then claimed asylum, he was 
automatically treated as an _ illegal 
immigrant. 

In June last year, Mr Dib and his British 
born wife, Patti, were told to be “cautiously 
optimistic”. But at the end of November Mr 
Dib was summoned for an_ interview, 
arrested and then taken to Rochester prison 
for deportation. 

Some 40,000 people have died in a 
vicious civil war in Algeria between the 
government and the Armed Islamic Groups. 
Mrs Dib commented: “I now have the 
choice between leaving my husband or 
leaving my mother behind to live in a 
country the Home Office says is too 
dangerous for Britons to visit.” 


Three-year-old deported 


A woman who divorced her British husband 
was accused of entering a “marriage of 
convenience” and deported, together with her 
three-year-old British daughter. She insists it 
was a marriage of love which went wrong. 
Mrs Scheherazade Sorabjee, who comes 
from Kenya, was deported with her 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne’s Asian community protest against racism 
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daughter, Jasmine, with one bag, no money 
and emergency travel documents. Jasmine 
requires treatment for a medical condition, 
called trigger thumbs, which will require an 
operation costing over £1,000 in Kenya. 

The Evening Standard denounced the 
deportation as a “monstrous act of cruelty”. 
It asked: “What is it about our immigration 
service that it cannot understand that a 
marriage which produces a child is unlikely 
even in the most extreme terms to be 
considered a marriage of convenience?” 

Jasmine is a British citizen because she 
was born in Britain. All other European 
Union countries give protected immigration 
status to parents of its own citizens who are 
still minors. Greville Janner, Mrs Sorabjee’s 
MP, said: “In my view it is wrong to deny a 
child who was born in this country and lived 
here more than three years her absolute right 
to the benefits of citizenship”. 

In an outrageous attempt to justify its 
decision, the government leaked a 
confidential Home Office file to the Sunday 
Express. The paper dutifully ran a two-page 
article, headed “The murky past of mother 
in battle to beat deportation”. In an attempt 
to discredit Mrs Sorabjee, the article 
revealed that she had a suspended jail 
sentence for stealing some jewellery and 
had previously overstayed in Britain. 

The Evening Standard once again put its 
finger on the button. “When a government 
uses the ugly, bully-boy tactics of smear and 
innuendo, it does so because it is bereft of a 
moral compass,” it said. 


* 


In another similar case, a 33-year-old 
woman from Nigeria married a British man 
in 1991 but divorced him when he became 
violent. Last October she married another 
British citizen, and the couple have a child. 
They have also adopted the child from the 
first marriage. 

The woman faces deportation because she 
worked for two months when she first came 
to Britain on a visitor’s visa. Immigration 
officials threatened to deport her on 15 
January. She would not be allowed to return 
for 10 years. 

The case is being taken to the European 
Commission of Human Rights and was due 
to be considered on 15 January. The couple 
are considering moving to Ireland, where, 
like in other EU countries, the family would 
be allowed to live together. 

There are thought to be about 400 other 
children in a similar situation to Jasmine 
Sorabjee. The Home Office is believed to be 
ready to work its way through the list to 
expel all of them. 

Another case involves Sadiq Tongo, 10, 
and his sisters aged four and five. All of 
them were born in Britain, but the Home 
Office was planning to deport them. The 
reason is that their mother is threatened with 
deportation, and if they were left behind 
they would be a “burden on the taxpayer”. 
Sadiq has sickle cell anaemia, which 
requires expensive medical treatment, and 
his mother had threatened to leave the 
children behind. 

Mrs Bridget Tongo, 36, has lived in 
Britain for more than 10 years. She is 
threatened with deportation to Nigeria, even 
though she has no job, home or relatives 
there. She came to Britain as a student and 


is classed as an “overstayer”. 


Sadiq requires daily treatment with 
penicillin to keep his illness under control. 
Timothy Kirkhope, the Immigration 
Minister, said that Sadiq’s illness was not a 
“sufficiently compelling or compassionate” 
reason to allow the family to stay in Britain. 

Claude Moraes, director of the Joint 
Council for the Welfare of Immigrants, said: 
“A significant proportion of the British 
public would be quite shocked if they knew 


. 
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The West Midlands Anti Deportation Campaign organised a soup kitchen ~ 


outside the Department of Social Security office in Handsworth as a 
demonstration against government proposals to stop DSS benefits for 
asylum seekers. It was intended to illustrate the fact that asylum seekers will 
face starvation if benefits are withdrawn. The demonstration took place on 8 
January, the original date on which the new legislation was to take effect. 


children were being caught up in this”. 

In a letter to his MP, Sadiq wrote: “If we 
are all deported to Africa, I will miss all my 
friends in school and I love my bedroom so 
much. If we are sent back to Africa, that 
means I’m going to die because my mum 
will not be able to pay for my treatment.” 


Temporary reprieve for 
Nigerian refugees 


Three Nigerians, who are involved in 
political protests against the military regime 
of General Abacha, have been granted 
temporary reprieves from deportation. 

On 6 December Abiodun Igbindu, 25, a 
pro-democracy activist, was allowed to stay 
in Britain for a further 14 days while 
representations were made on his behalf. 
Involved in the Campaign for Democracy, 
Mr Igbindu is being held in Campsfield 
House detention centre. He claims that he 
has been arrested more than 10 times in 
Nigeria and tortured. 

Anger was expressed when it was revealed 
that confidential details of the case had been 
leaked to the press. A spokeswoman at 
Conservative Party headquarters claimed that 
Mr Igbindu had arrived in Britain on a 
fraudulent passport from Bulgaria and that he 
had claimed to be a student. 

Michael Howard, the Home Secretary, 
claimed the information about Mr Igbindu 
had been leaked because his solicitor had 
disclosed public information about the case. 
Theresa Munby, Mr Igbindu’s solicitor, said: 
“Tt is proof of the paucity of their case that 
they should be reduced to such dirty tricks.” 

On 7 December Ade Onibiyo, 19, was 
given five working days for a lawyer to 
prepare for a judicial review of the decision 
to deport him. Mr Onibiyo was told of the 
reprieve only half an hour before he was to 
be put on a flight to Lagos. 

Mr Onibiyo has lived in Britain for 11 
years. He comes from a family of political 
activists and is very frightened of being sent 


back to Nigeria. His father, Abdul Onibiyo, 
53, was deported to Nigeria in October and 
has not been heard from since. Although 
Abdul Onibiyo had lived in Britain for 30 
years, he fell foul of Britain’s harsh 
immigration regulations by spending more 
than two years away from Britain between 
1976 and 1978. 

Abdul Onibiyo was also the victim of a 
government smear. Letters from 
immigration minister Timothy Kirkhope 
were sent to MPs who expressed concern 
about the case. They contain a number of 
false accusations. 

Mr Kirkhope claimed that Mr Onibiyo 
was a bigamist with a second wife. In fact 
Mr Onibiyo’s cousin had died and he had 
taken responsibility for his wife, as 
demanded by Nigerian custom. Mr 
Kirkhope claimed that Mr Onibiyo was 
signing on for unemployment benefit under 
one national insurance number while 
working under another. 

Evidence from his former employer 
shows that this is untrue. 

Mr Kirkhope said that Mrs Onibiyo was 
claiming single parent benefit while living 
with her husband. The Benefits Agency says 
there is no evidence that Mrs Onibiyo ever 
claimed one-parent benefit. 

Fifty MPs supported Ade Onibiyo’s right 
to asylum in Britain. Despite this, Ann 
Widdecombe, the Immigration Minister, said 
the government would oppose any application 
by Mr Onibiyo to stay in this country, since 
he had been unable to convince them that he 
was in personal danger. 

Sutana Adesulure, 38, also faces 
deportation. He is the secretary of a militant 
youth organisation and fled Nigeria to avoid 
arrest. He arrived in Britain via Hong Kong 
on his brother’s passport. He was due to be 
deported in the middle of November but 
was granted a two-week reprieve. 

He said: “I fear I might be killed. The 
man [General Abacha] has already 
demonstrated his harshness.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@GUN BOY SENT DOWN 

A racist youth who threatened to shoot 
an Asian family has been sentenced to 
two years’ youth custody. 


Christopher Evans, 20, first of all 
threatened a seven-year-old girl. When 
she ran into her home crying, her father, 
Mr Ran Singh of Pontlottyn, Mid 
Glamorgan, went to investigate. 

Evans shouted abuse and told Mr 
Singh to “get back to Pakistan’. 

He then said he was going to get a gun 
and would come back and shoot Mr 
Singh and his wife. 
After his arrest, Evans admitted the 
offence, but said he did not know what 
all the fuss was about as the man was 
“only a Paki’. 

Evans received a six-month sentence 
for the death threats and a further 18 
months for other unrelated offences, 
including assault, causing actual bodily 
harm and escaping lawful custody. 
(Western Mail 12.12.95) 


@ BURGER KING DISGRACE 

Burger King, the fast food chain, has 
been ordered to pay £6,500 
compensation for racial discrimination 
against an employee. 

An industrial tribunal heard how 
Elmuiz Dinar, 28, from Sudan, suffered 
systematic abuse from the manager at 
the branch in Chester. Mr Dinar, a 
university graduate, was employed as a 
kitchen hand at £2.99 an hour. 

Manager Bruce McMillan turned on 
Mr Dinar when he asked for his hours to 
be increased from 32 a week. “Your 
wages are the same as a prime minister 
would get in Africa,” said McMillan. 

When Mr Dinar failed to get a job as 
an assistant manager, McMillan said: 
“Don’t worry, they might open a new 
branch in Africa”. Mr Dinar was 
shouted at in front of other staff, made to 
do additional work and denied the 
opportunity to work on the till. 

A spokesman for Burger King said the 
company would be reviewing training. 
(Daily Telegraph 5.12.95) 


@THIRD MAN ACCUSED | 

Gary Dobson, 20, has become the third 
man committed for trial accused of the 
murder of the black cones Stephen 
Lawrence. 

The private prosecution was started by 
Stephen’s parents, Neville and Doreen 
Lawrence, after the Crown Prosecution 
Service failed to bring charges. 

Dobson, who was released on £10,000 
bail, was ordered not to enter southeast 
London, except at Christmas to visit his 
family. ; 
(Morning Star 8.12.95, The Guardian 
8.12.95) 
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Supping 
with devils 


n Christmas Eve the Independent on 
@) Sunday printed an article which could 

serve as a textbook example of how 
not to write about fascism. Its author, Francis 
Beckett, had been invited to the 1995 com- 
memoration dinner of the secretive Friends of 
Oswald Mosley, veterans of the British Union 
of Fascists and its postwar successor, Union 
Movement. Bizarrely, he agreed to protect the 
identities of these ageing fascists and their 
guests. 

The following translation of Beckett’s 
pseudonyms, distortions and evasions may 
prove useful to those Independent readers 
who are interested in combating fascism. 

Beckett implicitly endorses FOM’s claim to 
be part social club, part research archive, and 
baldly states that “FOM considers the NF and 
the BNP to be racist thugs”. Those who expe- 
rienced the thuggery of Mosley’s BUF and 
UM over the years might care to adjust 
Beckett’s rose-tinted spectacles. Moreover, if 
the FOM is supposed to be “a cut above” the 
National Front and British National Party, 
why were so many members of these parties 
present at the dinner itself. 

If Beckett had done his homework, he 
would have known that the previous year’s 
dinner was attended by one of the world’s 
leading nazis, Dr Ed Fields, who over the past 
40 years has been a leader of the Ku Klux 
Klan, the Christian Anti-Jewish Party and the 
National States Rights Party. During the past 
year Fields has worked closely with the 
FOM’s leaders in producing and distributing 
material about Mosley. 

No one would know it from reading 
Beckett’s account, but the dinner was attend- 
ed by senior representatives of the BNP, NF, 
International Third Position, League of St 
George and River Club, as well as veterans of 
the nazi paramilitary outfit Column 88. Brian 
White and John Harrison, both League of St 
George activists, were there, as was Chris 
Hopewell, a prison officer, former NF candi- 
date and River Club official. Ted Davy, a 
longtime national socialist and regular visitor 
to far-right extremists in South Africa, had 
come along to listen to what Lady Diana 
Mosley, one of the guest speakers, had to say. 
In fact the only significant group not repre- 
sented was Combat 18. Perhaps Charlie 
Sargent doesn’t own a jacket and tie. More 
likely his boot boys would have objected to 
the presence at the dinner of two C18 hate 
figures, Keith Thompson of Steven Books 
and BNP Internet surfer Peter Rushton. 

Beckett was introduced as an academic 
guest. As much as Beckett appears keen to 
protect the identities of the fascists and nazis 
present, his hosts likewise did not seem to 
want to let on that he was a journalist. 

Beckett tells us: “it is not racism that has 
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brought the sprinkling of 
young men and women 
to the dinner’. True: 
many of the younger end 
were not just common 
racists, but fanatical 
national socialists. He 
says the dinner took 
place at a “functional 
modern hotel” — this was 
the Royal Scot hotel, a 
few hundred metres from 
King’s Cross _ station, 
which has been the 
venue for FOM’s twice- 
yearly dinners for sever- 
al years. Beckett’s figure 
of 150 guests at the din- 
ner is exaggerated by at 
least 50 per cent. 

Beckett describes the 
first speaker as 
‘Richard’. - This -—is 
Ronald Creasy, a BUF 
veteran who was 
detained under Regula- 
tion 18B in 1940. 
Beckett was “particular- 
ly struck by a big, muscular man in his fifties, 
a former porter at Smithfield meat market 
who had been close to Mosley”. This was 
Dan Harmston, an ex-professional boxer and 
former Mosley bodyguard, who is well 
known in fascist circles and stood as a parlia- 
mentary candidate for the UM. 

Other speakers whose identity Beckett pro- 
tects included Michael Quill and Martin 
Moloney, leading UM officials in Mosley’s 
final decades. Strangest of all is Beckett’s use 
of the pseudonym “James” to protect John 
Warburton, since Warburton, FOM’s co- 
founder and archivist, already has an alias — 
John Christian. 

John Warburton is one name that Beckett 
should have had no trouble remembering. 
Readers of his Independent article should 
have been told that Beckett’s father was John 
Warburton Beckett, one of Britain’s leading 
nazis in the 1930s and 1940s. 

John Beckett was Labour MP for 
Gateshead from 1924 to 1928 and for 
Peckham from 1928 to 1931. Unlike most of 
Mosley’s early left-wing supporters, who had 
shared his frustration with the Labour Party’s 
failure to tackle unemployment, Beckett fol- 
lowed him not just into the New Party of 
1931, but into the blackshirted BUF. 

In spring 1937 Beckett and William Joyce 
(later hanged for treason) left Mosley’s BUF 
and formed the National Socialist League. In 
his autobiography Mosley claims that a sud- 
den financial crisis had forced him to sack 
most of the BUF staff, and that Joyce’s vanity 


Top: Mosley (in belted raincoat), accompanied by Jeffrey 
Hamm to the left and Bill Webster, a well known nazi and 
fraudster, on the right, lead a gang of fascist thugs . 
through London’s West End in 1960. 

Above: Minivan, mini movement. Mosleyites just hang- 
ing on to political activity in Tower Hamlets in 1965 


led him to defect because the party had dis- 
pensed with his services. 

While denouncing the BUF’s “heel-click- 
ing and petty militarism’, Beckett was, if 
anything, a more hardline antisemite than 
Mosley. In his foreword to Joyce’s National 
Socialism Now, Beckett praised Hitler’s “gal- 
lant achievement against international Jewish 
finance”. 

As the Czech crisis came to a head in 
September 1938, Beckett and the former Tory 
MP Lord Lymington (later Earl of Ports- 
mouth) set up the British Council Against 
European Commitments. The BCAEC pub- 
lished pamphlets and held public meetings to 
oppose any British intervention against Hitler, 
arguing that “a war would benefit no one but 
the Jews and the international communists”. 

By now Beckett had abandoned the NSL 
and was associating with wealthier and more 
influential British nazis. In December 1938 
he and Lymington established a magazine, 
The New Pioneer. Its first issue was dominat- 
ed by an apologia for Kristallnacht and one 
of its most frequent contributors was the for- 
mer Mosleyite A K Chesterton, later the co- 
founder and chairman of the NF. 

In the April 1939 edition of The New 
Pioneer, Beckett once more displayed his 
antisemitism. Reviewing a book by the anti- 
nazi Daily Telegraph correspondent G E R 
Gedye, which had exposed the pogroms in 
central and eastern Europe that led up to the 
Holocaust, Beckett sneered: “‘as country after 
country revolts against Jewish domination so 
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Beckett's energy and pers- 
onal talents were soon rec- 
ognised. He became a full- 
time official, a formidable 
speaker, and from 1936-37, 
- editor of ACTION. 

Throughout 


appears to have felt the 
need to serve some great man 
to whom he could become de- 
voted. For the moment any- 
way. First it was John 
Wheatley the ILP leader,then 
Oswald Mosley and later the 
Duke of Bedford. Between 
these however, was another, 
William Joyce. 

Beckett met Joyce in Brit- 
ish Union and they became | 
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a Comrade, FOM’s occasion- 

End immigration al publication, shows John 
See Beckett in a somewhat 

Start Repatriation more favourable light. The 
KEEP BRITAIN BRITISH reason for their change in 


attitude remains a mystery. 
The piece, headed “Beckett 
on Beckett”, is in fact a 
review of Francis Beckett’s 
seven-page article in 
History Today. 

One is tempted to ask 
whether Warburton’s disre- 
gard of Mosley’s opinion of 
John Beckett was an 
attempt to persuade Beckett 
Jr into a more favourably 
disposed frame of mind 
towards himself and the 
gang of never-have-been 


his life he 


British army uniform 


about the War as “one 
of the nastiest pieces of 
pro-Hitler propaganda 


our author discovers increasingly lovable 
qualities in this unhappy race”.Two months 
later Beckett’s review of Mein Kampf was 
headlined “The Century’s Best Seller”. 

The climax of Beckett’s nazi career came 
after April 1939 when he was recruited by 
Lord Tavistock (later Duke of Bedford) to 
become general secretary of the British 
People’s Party. Many BPP activists seemed to 
be more pacifist than nazi, but the titles of 
two BPP front groups, the People’s Campaign 
Against War And Usury and the British 
Council for Christian Settlement in Europe, 
reveal the bigotry behind the pacifism. 

In July 1939 Beckett was agent for the BPP 
candidate in the Hythe by-election, the 
Arabist and MI6 veteran Harry St John Philby 
(father of Kim). 

During the 1939-40 “phony war’ Beckett 
and the BPP were the most extreme of the 
influential faction arguing for a deal with 
Hitler. The BPP published a pamphlet, The 


- Truth about the War, in December 1939. This 


argued that the German invasion of Poland 
had been provoked by the Poles, British and 
international conspirators (i.e. Jews). Clement 
Attlee, the Labour leader, had been friendly 
with several of the BPP’s pacifist members 
and Beckett had once been his agent, but he 
had no hesitation in describing The Truth 


that I have met for a long time”. In 
fact the pamphlet was later dis- 
tributed in the Far East by Hitler’s 
propaganda department. 

Beckett’s sponsor, Lord 
Tavistock, acted as liaison between 
Hitler and the British appeasers in 
January 1940, obtaining formal 
peace proposals from the German 
Legation in Dublin and passing 
A them to Lord Halifax, the Foreign 
Secretary. Defending his SS __ friends, 
Tavistock wrote to Halifax: “even in our boy- 
hood the German Jew was a byword for all 
that was objectionable”. 

The end of the phony war was also the end 
of the road for Beckett. In May 1940 he was 
interned for “acts prejudicial to the public 
safety or the defence of the realm”. By the 
time of his release in October 1943 the dan- 
ger of German invasion — Beckett’s last 
remaining hope — had passed. After the war 
he continued to milk the Duke of Bedford 
fortune and organised a few sparsely attended 
fascist rallies. He died in 1964. 

There is no reason for Francis Beckett to 
show any loyalty to Mosley’s memory, since 
“the Leader’ not only cut his father out of his 
autobiography but described him as “a crook” 
when questioned by Special Branch and MI5 
officers in 1940. 

Friends and colleagues of Francis Beckett 
have been puzzled by his volte face on his 
father’s old fascist comrades. Beckett, a 
Labour Party member and a former president 
of the National Union of Journalists, has 
always been a critic of fascism. He said that 
Warburton and his cronies had barred him 
from access to their archives when he was 
researching an article about his father for 
History Today. However, an article in the 


Above: Harmston’s Uxbridge by- 
election leaflet. Left: Comrade 
reviews Beckett's article in History 
Today. Below: Italian blackshirts and 
other European fascists take part in 
a Mosleyite camp, around 1960, a 
forerunner to the League of St 
George’s camps. Note the man in 


politicians that make up 
FOM. Certainly Beckett 
had told people that Lady 
Mosley had refused point 
blank to meet him and yet 
there she was at the top 
table at the FOM dinner. 

Perhaps Beckett Jr might 
consider re-establishing his 
journalistic credentials. 
One speaker at the FOM 
dinner, Martin Moloney, told an absolutely 
sensational story about two very well known 
figures in British musical theatre. Will Mr 
Beckett share this story with the public? 

Beckett’s recent book on the British 
Communist Party contains some interesting 
new information but also a fair number of 
errors. According to Comrade he is working 
on a biography of his father. The History 
Today article, published in May 1994, and a 
shorter article by him in the New Statesman 
on 17 June 1994 both claim that John Beckett 
made the same mistake that many others 
made who left the labour movement, seeing 
fascism as a cure-all soloution to the econom- 
ic and social ills of the thirties. However 
Beckett had been a senior Labour politician 
and must have known full well what fascism 
meant to the labour and trade union move- 
ment and to democracy. Mussolini had been 
in power in Italy for more than a decade when 
Beckett moved to the fascist camp. 

In History Today Francis Beckett reveals 
for the first time that his father had a Jewish 
mother, to whom Francis claims his father 
was devoted. Beckett Jr says there is no evi- 
dence that his father was antisemitic before 
joining Mosley and that his father claimed he 
was never antisemitic, but simply opposed 
international capital. Whatever the claims, it 
is clear from his actions and writing that he 
ended up a more hardline antisemite than 
Mosley. His support for Joyce indicated a 
serious commitment to national socialism and 
his ardour had not faded in the early postwar 
years when he still consorted with Bedford’s 
gang of Jew haters. Francis Beckett’s articles 
have, probably unintentionally, helped paint a 
picture of his father as a Jewish self-hater 
who embraced fascism and national socialism 
without any conscience whatsoever. We hope 
the Independent article is not a forefunner of 
a change of view by Beckett Jr on the contin- 
uing dangers of fascism. 
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HILL 


STREET 
NEWS 


ill Street News is a column 
H of personal comments and 

observations by Ray Hill, 
who was Searchlight’s mole inside 
the leadership of the British nazi 
right and the neo-nazi European 
terror networks in the 1970s and 
1980s. 


What a strange chap Michael Newland is. 
Spending too much time on the British 
National Party’s Web site on the Internet is 
clearly having a bad effect on him. In the lat- 
est batch of material he put up, he claims that 
Searchlight and various bookshops have been 
sued recently by “Britain’s leading Holocaust 
revisionist Alexander Baron”. The story is 
wrong on two counts: Mr Baron has not sued 
Searchlight but its editor personally, and the 
writs were issued over two years ago. Wake 
up Mr Newland. 

I see that a number of Mr Baron’s publica- 
tions have been appearing on the publications 
lists in Spearhead, John Tyndall’s monthly 
rag, which he produces in support of the BNP. 
How odd that the very same book lists offer a 
number of publications by the real top jockey 
among Britain’s Holocaust revisionists, David 
Irving. No wonder Irving denies all associa- 
tion with the BNP these days or perhaps 
Tyndall has not seen Mr Baron’s publication 
attacking Irving. 

Searchlight decided to advertise in Private 
Eye at New Year and was surprised to find 
itself in very strange company. An advertise- 
ment by Planet Prints of Uckfield, for a range 
of pagan yuletide prints as an alternative to 
Christmas cards, bore a strong similarity with 
an advertisement by the same company in the 
December issue of Spearhead. It is no coinci- 
dence that Uckfield is the base of the notori- 
ous Tony Hancock, probably the world’s best 
known printer of nazi material. I would have 
thought that Paul Foot, a Socialist Workers’ 
Party and Anti Nazi League activist, whose 
Footnotes column is a regular feature of the 
Eye, would have done something about this 
nazi’s advertisements. 

Talking about revisionism, Tyndall’s and 
Newland’s version in Spearhead of the BNP’s 
annual rally last November differs consider- 
ably from the account that appeared in 
Searchlight in December under the heading 
“BNP ‘party day’ descends into farce”. I 
heard the other day from one of my old 
chums in the East End of London that the 
brawls that went on at the rally, which 
Spearhead omits to mention, were not entire- 
ly political. Rows of a more basic and carnal 
nature, involving a number of key members 
and their partners, could well be the reason 
for the fisticuffs and bad humour. Maybe they 
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think that Combat 18’s political wing, the 
National Socialist Alliance, takes marriage 
and the family more seriously. 

More than a few nazi skins have called 


7 Searchlight to ask why Charlie Sargent, C18’s 


street leader, while denouncing Tyndall as the 
enemy of skinheads, is now telling all who 
will listen around the Blood and Honour 
scene, which C18 controls, that the lads 
should grow their hair out for security rea- 
sons. I would have thought that after all these 
years on the skinhead scene Sargent might 
have understood the cultural implications of 
such a request on his loyal followers. 

I hear it is not only Paul Burnley, the nazi 
musician, that Sargent has trouble with on the 
music scene these days. Other bands and key 
activists are beginning to wonder where all 
the money is going. The same accusations 
that Sargent and his cronies have been so 
quick to make against others whom they 
wished to get rid of, namely dipping their 
hands in the till, are now exercising the minds 
of some of the more mature people in the 
Blood and Honour set-up. 


St George’s Roman Catholic School in west 
London has suffered a double tragedy, with 
the murder of its headmaster in December 
and the death of a black pupil in January. 
Fourteen year-old Liam Harrison was hit by 
a car on his way home from school while 
trying to escape three white men who were 
shouting racial abuse. 

Liam had gone into a shop with some 
friends. They were confronted by the three 
drunken men, who were loitering outside. 
One of the men pulled off his belt and they 
started chasing the boys. Liam ran into the 
road between parked cars and was hit by a 
Jaguar. He died of severe head injuries. The 
driver of the car has since died of a heart 
attack. The three men have not been traced. 

Philip Lawrence, the headmaster, died of 
stab wounds while defending pupils who 
were being attacked by a gang outside the 
school gates. Now, a group calling itself the 
Legion of St Michael Archangel has tried to 
exploit his murder by issuing a leaflet 
describing Mr Lawrence as “a Catholic 
martyr for national rebirth” and claiming 
“we believe that there is a difference 
between right and wrong”. 

In fact the so-called Legion of St Michael 
Archangel is no more than a cover name for 
the International Third Position, a group of 


Nauseating nazis 


As somebody once said to me, when you 
see Sargent out with C18 he always looks like 
a dosser, but when you walk through his front 
door he lives like a king, or should it be a 
grass. 

I see that the BNP is advertising some 
interesting merchandise in the January 
Spearhead. BNP mugs are on sale for £4.50 
each: well the party certainly has plenty of 
those to get rid of. And “BNP baseball-style 
caps” must be a mistake. The party would 
surely get far more orders for BNP baseball 
bats from its criminally inclined members. 

The BNP’s leaders think they have found a 
way of avoiding the prohibition on using the 
party bookshop in Welling as a headquarters. 
Members have been told that the telephone 
number there must only be used for bookshop 
business, but the party has acquired some 
mobile phones which are kept in the building 
and are used for party business. Enforcement 
of the order against the party seems a little 
overdue. 

Finally it is strange how things sometimes 
work out. Some time ago Larry O’Hara, a 
self-styled independent, researcher, took 
Searchlight to the Press Complaints 
Commission for calling him an errand boy for 
Patrick Harrington, a leading third positionist 
fascist. His complaint was dismissed as was a 
later complaint about our exposés of him. As 
just about everybody is now using the 
Internet, so O’Hara has followed. An attack 
was launched on Searchlight via a Cybercafé 
in Edinburgh, signed by O’ Hara. It was rapid- 
ly followed by an endorsement of the attack 
from none other than Patrick Harrington and 
his Third Way organisation, so who is the 
errand boy now? 
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IT’S TIME TO STAND UP! 


violent fascists whose convictions show 
they have little knowledge of the difference 
between right and wrong. We hope that 
teachers, pupils and parents will reject out- 
right this hypocritical and disgusting 
attempt by fascists to use their tragedy for 
their own ends. 
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ON THE WORLD 


Amnesty praises freedom for nazis poster 


he Danish section of Amnesty 
International has awarded a prize to 
the advertising agency Saatchi & 
Saatchi for a poster with the slogan “Protect 
freedom of thought” and depicting the veter- 
an nazi Auschwitz liar and former SS man 
Thies Christophersen as a victim of a viola- 
tion of this freedom. The poster apparently so 
enthralled the human rights organisation that 
it saw fit to award Saatchi & Saatchi the prize 
for “best advertisement in the fight for free- 
dom of thought’. 

The company chose 77-year-old Christo- 
phersen because of his appalling opinions and 
his unsympathetic public image. According to 
the jury which gave the award, “the photo- 
graph of a known nazi is a provocative choice 
which shows how freedom of thought affects 
Denmark and the Danes. Freedom of thought 
means that one must combat repulsive ideas, 
which is only possible if they can be 
expressed in the first place.” 

Christophersen has not so far commented 
on this unbelievable piece of cynical naiveté 
perpetrated by Saatchi & Saatchi and reward- 
ed by Amnesty. 

The naiveté is not limited to Denmark. 
Harald Gesterkamp, spokesperson of 


Thies Christophersen, former SS man 
and Holocaust denier 


Amnesty’s German section, backed his 
Danish counterparts, telling the daily 
Junge Welt that he agreed that the 
advertising poster was “a provocation ... and 
that many people would find it striking”. 
Christophersen, meanwhile, is in deep trou- 


Nazi radio station plan in trouble 


Nazi plans to establish a radio station in 
Denmark are on the brink of collapse, fol- 
lowing the announcement by the Swedish- 
owned Kinnevik media company that it will 
close its nine local Classic Radio stations in 
the Copenhagen area. 

On 28 November last year, Classic Radio 
was given permission, along with the 
Danish nazi Danmarks _ National- 
socialistiske Bevegelse (DNSB), to set up 
a radio station in the south Copenhagen 
suburb of Greve. Classic Radio and the 
DNSB would have shared the same fre- 
quency, the nazis broadcasting every 
Wednesday and Sunday between 21.00 and 
midnight. 

Now, however, Kinnevik has pulled out 
of the deal as of 1 February, reportedly for 
economic reasons, and has abandoned 
plans for the Greve -station, leaving Jonni 
Hansen, the DNSB leader, and his bunch of 
thugs high and dry. Lars Kilhof, chair of 
the Local Radio Board for the districts of 
Ishgj, Solrgd and Vallenbek, commented: 
“As far as I see it, the neo-nazis won’t go 
on the air’. 

The nazi bid to invade the airwaves had 
been fraught with problems even before the 


latest move. Anti-fascists in Copenhagen 
have organised opposition and the scheme 
has received unfavourable media coverage. 
In addition, the nazis have not been able to 
obtain permission from property owners to 
erect a mast. Four local companies rejected 
their applications, saying they did not want 
any nazi radio masts on their premises. And 
to rub salt in the already sensitive wounds 
to nazi pride, the local authority in Greve 
has made it clear that the nazis will not be 
allowed to put up any mast or similar 
structure at their bunker in the suburb. 

The Danish Culture Ministry’s permit 
requires the DNSB to begin broadcasting 
no later than 28 February. That date is now 
in jeopardy. 

Lars Kilhof, who from the outset has 
been against the nazis’ local radio plans but 
has been reluctantly forced to abide by 
Denmark’s liberal freedom of speech laws, 
said that he will extend the deadline to 1 
April, but that if the nazis are still not ready 
by then, permission for their station, which 
they have named Radio Oasis, will be ter- 
minated indefinitely. 


From a Danish correspondent 


ble with the authorities in Switzerland, where 
he has taken refuge to avoid facing trial in 
Germany, after staying in Belgium, Britain 
and illegally in Germany. The Swiss federal 
state prosecutor’s office has declared him “an 
undesirable alien” and ordered him to leave 
the country by the end of the year. As yet, 
there is no confirmation that he has done so. 


“The photograph of a known 
nazi is a provocative choice 
which shows how freedom of 
thought affects Denmark and 
the Danes” 


Information about Christophersen’s finan- 
cial circumstances has come to light thanks to 
research by Frede Farmand, a journalist, who 
has discovered that between 1984 and 1994 
Christophersen received donations of more 
than £500,000 and had an income of at least 
£434,000 from his various nazi publishing 
enterprises. 

Most of the money flowed into the nazi’s 
numerous international bank accounts from 
such diverse locations as Canada and Brazil 
during the nine years that he spent “in exile” 
in Kollund, Denmark. 

Among the donors, says Farmand, were 
Hans Bormann, son of the Nazi Martin 
Bormann, who sent Christophersen almost 
£1,000 from Sao Paulo, Brazil. 


GERMANY 


Young nazis confer in 
Bavaria 


More than 200 young fascists from across 
Europe attended a European youth congress 
held by the Junge Nationaldemokraten, youth 
wing of the nazi Nationaldemokratische 
Partei Deutschlands (NPD), in mid- 
December. 

Among those present in Gerach, Bavaria, 
according to the nazis, were delegations from 
France, Belgium and Austria. 

The keynote speakers included none other 
than Derek Holland, a former National Front 
activist, who is now a political soldier of the 
International Third Position. The main theme 
was a discussion on how to oppose the 
Maastricht agreements, contraposing to the 
European Union the idea of a white European 
national identity. 

The third positionist politics expressed 
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there, reflecting the outlook of the banned 
Nationalistische Front and Viking Jugend, 
were summed up in the leftist-sounding 
congress slogans: “Never again imperialism! 
Never again war! European nationalism until 
victory!” In fact, what was on offer was little 
more than the old British NF “No more broth- 
ers’ wars” propaganda of 1986 vintage. 

That this line is now adopted in Germany 
highlights the discussions on strategy now 
taking place in the various nazi groups on 
how to circumvent bans, modernise their poli- 
tics and build links to nationalist elements in 
the mainstream right-wing parties. 


Wulff imprisoned for 
race hate 


Thomas Wulff, bodyguard and right-hand 
man to Christian Worch, leader of the nazi 
Gesinnungsgemeinschaft der Neue Front, has 
been convicted for incitement to racial hatred 
and given a six-month custodial sentence. 

Worch, leader of the banned Hamburg- 
based Nationale Liste, is himself facing two 
years in prison after being convicted for a 
variety of offences last year. He is currently 
still at liberty, awaiting the outcome of a 
long-running appeal against his sentence. 

Wulff, who said in his defence that he was 
“convinced that there was no mass extermina- 
tion of the Jews’, has indicated that he will 
also lodge an appeal. 

Police raided Worch’s Hamburg home in 
late December the day after he visited Gary 
Lauck, the NSDAP-AO printer, in prison. 
Lauck, a US citizen, is awaiting trial in 
the city after being extradited from Denmark 
to face charges connected with the distri 


Christian Worch, the Hamburg nazi leader (left), and his jailed right-hand man, 
Thomas Wulff, at the 1995 Hess memorial march in Roskilde last August 


bution of illegal nazi propaganda material. 
Police conducted the search of Worch’s 
home on the correct suspicion that their quar- 
ry is the one of the leaders of the NSDAP- 
AO. 
In the January edition of Searchlight, we 


mistakenly wrote that Worch and Meinolf 
Schénborn, chief of the — banned 
Nationalistische Front, were now in prison. In 
fact, thanks to Germany’s complicated system 
of appeals against sentence, it could be some 
time before they are actually behind bars. 


SS war criminal 
extradited at last 


Former SS captain Erich Priebke, who is 
wanted in Italy for war crimes, has finally 
been extradited from his Argentinian bolt 
hole after almost a year of legal wrangling 
and acrobatics. Priebke, 82, landed at Rome’s 
Campino military airport to be whisked away 
immediately to the military prison at Forte 
Boccea, where he is being held in a three- 
room cell. 

Priebke was questioned daily for two weeks 
by Antonio Intelisano, a military prosecutor, 
before taking part in the first hearings of his 
case. He is charged with the SS reprisal mur- 
der of 335 civilian prisoners at the Ardeatine 
caves in 1944, 

During the hearings, the SS killer was 
confronted by one of the prisoners whom he 
tortured in spring 1944. The prosecution wit- 
ness, Riccardo Mancini, was not included on 
the SS list of those destined for execution 
because of a bureaucratic error by the Nazis. 
In his evidence, Mancini related how Priebke 
had used violence against him during 
interrogation. 

The Priebke hearings will probably be the 
last major war crimes trial. The trial has trau- 
matised Rome, where for 51 years thousands 
of Romans who lost family members have 
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kept their pain hidden. The Ardeatine caves 
massacre was not spoken about in these fami- 
ly circles and the only book about it, Death in 
Rome by Robert Katz, was published in 
English. 

On the evening before the hearings, several 
thousand anti-fascists gathered in front of 

the Rome council building and lit 335 
candles in a memorial ceremony. The next 
day, when Priebke was being driven 
away from the tribunal after a five-hour ses- 
sion, demonstrators bombarded him with 
shouts of “assassin”, “torturer” and “nazi 
murderer”. 

The first fascist reaction to the trial has 
already occurred. On 13 December, Rome 
awoke to find the city centre plastered with 
posters calling for Priebke’s release. The 
posters showed a picture of an SS officer with 
the slogan: “Our honour is called loyalty — 
freedom for Priebke”. Around midnight, 
police had caught a number of members of 
the banned Movimento Politico (MP) red- 
handed sticking up the posters. Among those 
arrested was Maurizio Boccacci, the MP’s 
leader. 

In another gesture of support for Priebke, 
Heinrich Wirtz, a German businessman from 
Krefeld, arrived in Rome after a supposedly 
secret trip to Argentina, where he has organ- 
ised a fund among former Nazis and 
Argentinian fascists to pay for Priebke’s legal 
costs. 


Fini storm troopers 
go for Romanies 


Gianfranco Fini, leader of the Alleanza 
Nazionale (AN) and cosmetics expert for the 
Italian fascist movement, has passed the word 
down to his “political soldiers” in Rome that 
now is the time to take off the gloves in the 
AN’s long-running racist hate campaign 
against Romany people. 

By shifting his policy into a more militant 
gear, Fini accomplishes three things: he is 
able to exploit widespread anti-Romany senti- 
ment against the establishment of permanent 
trailer camps; he is able to build fascist politi- 
cal consciousness on the basis of these preju- 
dices; and he is able to launch his own “dirty 
war” to isolate Rome’s relatively progressive 
mayor, Francesco Rutelli. 

After a couple of weeks of violent activity 
against the Romanies, Domenico Gramazio, a 
fascist MP, who has already been involved in 
three physical assaults on left-wing MPs, led 
more than 200 fascists to the city council 
offices to protest at the trailer camps. With 
Gramazio was Maurizio Gasparri, the fascist- 
saluting national coordinator of the AN. His 
presence betokened Fini’s official support. 

The actual protest lasted only a few min- 
utes. After being informed that only a small 
delegation could enter, Gramazio and 
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Through a looking glass darkly 


Searchlight’s Italian correspondent gives a first-hand account of daily political life in Italy 


.et’s call it “Little Italy”. Like many of 
the small towns around Rome that 

were involved in the anti-fascist 
Resistance between 1943 and 1945, it rough- 
ly follows the political trends of Italy nation- 
ally. 

The town itself is divided roughly into 
three quarters that indicate its growth from 
pre-Roman times, through the Middle Ages, 
to today. Most people do not venture 
much out of their own quarter or neigh- 
bourhood unless they work in other 
cities nearby. 

Each neighbourhood has two shops of 
each type: two hairdressers, two butch- 
ers, two coffee bars, two electrical 
shops, two florists, two clothes shops 
and so on. This division of commerce is 
not entirely the result of haphazard 
urban or economic development; it also 
cuts along political lines and accommo- 
dates the 50-year long polarisation dat- 
ing back to the bitter war between the 
fascists and anti-fascist resistance, a 
blood line between the left and the right. 
Everybody knows’ who _ supported 
Mussolini and who _ backed the 
Resistance. But the knowledge is only 
from memory because, after the Allied 
landings at Anzio, the fascists took care 
to burn all the town hall records. There 
were no arrests because there was no 
evidence. The fascists had burnt it. 

As the town is the nearest centre, I do 
most of my shopping there and do not 
usually pay much attention to these divi- 
sions, because to do so would prevent 
observation and study of the social and 
political split. This divide is, on one 
side, making space for the expanding social 
base of fascism in the country. 

It is interesting to watch the mannerisms in 
those businesses owned and patronised by the 
fascists. Male customers openly give the fas- 
cist salute to each other. Not the snap-to- 
attention-click-the-heels type of salute. They 
have not reached that level ... yet. The arm is 
still kept rather coyly close to the side of the 
chest, bent at the elbow with a straight hand 


up, palm out, and is given quickly to the shop 
owner who, being of the same frame of mind, 
returns it. The saluters grin malevolently 
when they make this gesture. 

Outside on the one street that runs through 
the hilltop town, fascists on foot and in cars 
give the same salute. The gesture takes on a 
deeper meaning when one listens to the con- 
versations that frequently take place between 
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these camerati. Phrases like “when there was 
him” (Mussolini), “what Italy needs is a black 
shirt” and “we’re all black here” are common. 
When young fascists spray these slogans on 
the walls, “him” always starts with a capital 
letter, exactly as it was written in the 1930s in 
the minutes of Mussolini’s Fascist 
Triumvirate Council. 

Sometimes, because of shortage of time or 
because the other shops do not have the items 


wanted, a left-wing voter has to use one of the 
shops owned or frequented by fascists. If one 
of these encounters is in progress, he or she 
either waits with mouth shut and eyes averted 
or leaves the premises. To protest would be to 
make a spectacle of oneself since the obvious 
similarity to fascist symbolism would be 
hotly denied or the fascists would act as 
injured innocents. My own anti-fascist poli- 
tics are known but the fascists treat me 
like Alice in Wonderland. As long as I 
remain quiet and polite, they will not 
scream “Off with her head”. 

Gianfranco Fini has no reason to be 
worried by the small rumblings that 
grow smaller every day from opposi- 
tion within the AN and from Pino 
Rauti’s Mussolini nostalgists, who 
refused to accept the cosmetic trans- 
formation of the MSI into the AN. 
There is much less to them than meets 
the eye. Their choice was based on 
emotional rejection of his cold-blood- 
ed calculation. Fini is the man to 
watch. Fini, the moderniser and idol of 
the small fascist shopkeepers and their 
equally fascist clientele, who has test- 
ed the old Mussolini phrase “Believe, 
Obey, Combat” and found that these 
people do believe, are obedient and 
can be called to combat the manifold 
objects of their hatred: democracy, the 
Jews, trade unions and communists. 

Before 1990 the fascist salute was 
rarely seen outside private ceremonies 
or meetings of the MSI’s national 
leadership. When the MSI leader 
Giorgio Almirante died and the streets 
were thronged with thousands of stiff- 
arm saluting young fascists, that was the 
exception. Now, thanks to Fini, the “mod- 
erniser”, the old symbolism is appearing 
again. With so many voters, the fascists have 
regained their pride and Fini has legitimised 
their symbols. They have the smell of power 
in their nostrils ... and the rest of us had bet- 
ter watch out. 


From our Italian correspondent 


Gasparri charged a line of council ushers, fol- 
lowed by their fascist troops. A policeman 
was hurt in the fighting. The object of the 
assault was to break into the main hall, where 
the city council was in session. 

Fortunately the police prevented Gasparri’s 
fascist mob from bursting in. However, that 
was not the end of it. A second attack was 
organised later that day by Teodoro 
Buontempo, a fascist council member, in a 
bid to prevent Rutelli from giving an inter- 
view about the earlier AN onslaught. This 
attack was also stopped by the police. 

Later the regional secretary of the CGIL 
trade union federation called for a demonstra- 
tion of anti-fascist solidarity with the mayor. 
More than 1,500 trade unionists took part, 
along with a group of immigrants on hunger 


strike against Italy’s racist new immigration 
laws. 

The new, more “physical” tactics of the AN 
stem from the party’s improved showing in 
the opinion polls. Fini is now confident that 
he can open the door of the FN to elements 
such as the nazi skinheads, who will see from 
the violent attacks against Romanies that he 
means business. 

A further sign of this was the recent open- 
ing, on Fini’s_ behalf, by Christina 
Muscardini, an AN MEP, of a building used 
by the hard-core Azione skinheads in Milan. 
These AN actions of engaging in political and 
racist violence and helping those who do so 
expose Fini’s overtures to the Jewish commu- 
nity internationally as a shameless fraud. 
From our Italian correspondent 


Muscardini, the skinheads’ friend 
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Austrian voters curb rise of Haider 


ustria’s Social Democrats (SPO) 
Aieies up a surprise win in the 
country’s snap general election on 17 
December. If the SPO, which won 38.3 per 
cent of the vote was surprised, Jérg Haider, 
the “yuppie fascist” leader, was left reeling 
from shock because for the first time since his 
Freedom movement’s steady rise began in 
1986, he experienced an electoral setback. 
The Freedom movement _ received 
1,029,550 votes, 22.08 per cent, a slight, but 
important, fall from its performance in 1994, 
when it took 22.6 per cent. However, Haider’s 
party actually won more votes than last time, 
when 998,000 people voted for it. As a result, 
Europe’s biggest right-wing extremist party 
will now have 41 seats in the 183-seat 
Austrian parliament. 
The difference is accounted for by a larger 
voter turnout of 83 per cent and by bigger 


votes for the SPO and its conservative rivals 
and coalition partners, the OVP. 

The SPO and its leader, premier Franz 
Vranitsky, were jubilant at their success. For 
the first time since 1979 the party actually 
increased its vote both absolutely and in per- 
centage terms. It is now in a dominant posi- 
tion to determine the character of the new 
coalition government. For the time being, the 
budget slashing plans of the OVP, which 
caused the previous coalition to crumble, will 
be, if not shelved, at least modified. 

It was OVP which sparked off December’s 
election by walking out of its nine-year coali- 
tion with the SPO after the SPO refused to 
accept plans for spending cuts to reduce 
Austria’s £8 billion budget deficit. Wolfgang 
Schliissel, leader of the OVP, expressed dis- 
appointment at his party’s failure to overtake 
the SPO. 


The OVP increased its vote by slightly less 
than 1 per cent and gained only one seat in 
parliament. The biggest losers in the election 
were the Greens, who lost five parliamentary 
seats after their support dropped from 7.3 per 
cent to 4.6 per cent. 

Several factors lie behind the probably tem- 
porary reverse for Haider. Firstly, his abrasive 
oratory, which blames foreigners for Austria’s 
problems, may have alienated voters. 
Secondly, there is, as a crestfallen Haider 
admitted after the election, a big fear factor 
among a majority of Austrian voters that 
drove them back to the stability represented 
by the SPO. 

The fears are that a Haider government 
would exacerbate problems domestically and 
lead to a repetition of the international isola- 


Continued on next page 


Nazis acquitted on bomb charges 


On 22 December, two of Austria’s most mili- 
tant nazis, Peter Binder and Franz Radl, were 
acquitted, through lack of evidence, of 
charges linking them to the first wave of letter 
bomb attacks at the end of 1993. 

However, Binder and Radl, both 28, were 
convicted and sentenced respectively to five 


years and three years in prison on a series of - 


other charges, including violations of 
Austria’s laws banning attempts to revive 
nazism. A third nazi, Alexander Wolfert, 32, 
was given a two-year suspended jail term. 

All three are members of the nazi 
Volkstreue Ausserparlamentarische 
Opposition (VAPO). VAPO’s declared aim is 
the abolition of democracy and the unifica- 
tion of Germany and Austria in a fascist state. 
Its leader, Gottfried Kiissel, is currently serv- 
ing 11 years for similar offences. Another 
VAPO nazi, Jorg Schimanek, the son of a 
leading regional politician in Jorg Haider’s 
Freedom movement, was sentenced to 15 
years in prison after being convicted of the 
same charges. His sentence was reduced on 
appeal, in November, to eight years. 

Radl was released immediately after being 
sentenced, as he had already served more 
than half his sentence on remand. The jail 
terms are not yet valid and the nazis’ 
lawyers have indicated that they will lodge 
appeals. 

The acquittals on the letter bomb charges 
were sharply condemned by Terezija Stoisits, 
a Green party politician, who found it aston- 
ishing that the security authorities and police 
were none the wiser after a two-year long 
investigation and five separate series of letter 
bombings. “The letter bomb trial”, she said, 
“has mercilessly exposed the amateurish 
inquiries of the police”. 

Her remarks hit the nail squarely on the 
head. The police “investigators”, in whose 
own ranks the nazi terrorists have been 
sought, incredibly neither comprehensively 
checked the alibis nor fully investigated the 
nazi background of the accused men. From 
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Not enough evidence to convict: Franz Radi (left) and Peter Binder 


start to finish, they treated the case as one of 
“individual perpetrators’’. 

The bombings have not stopped. Six days 
before the general election, on 11 December, 
another two bombs from the nazi terror 
group, the so-called Bajuwarische 
Befreiungsarmee (BBA), exploded in a post 
box in Graz. Thanks to a technical mistake by 
the bombers, the devices exploded premature- 
ly when nobody was around. One of the 
bombs was addressed to the UN’s Refugee 
Commission .in Vienna and the other to a 
marriage bureau in Hungary. 


A further two unexploded bombs were 
found and detonated by the police. These 
bombs, it appears, were destined for an Indian 
family in Vienna and the mother of the popu- 
lar Austrian singer Kurt Ostbahn. Both moth- 
er and son have been actively and publicly 
involved in anti-racist campaigns. Now for 
their commitment they have been attacked by 
right-wing extremist fanatics from two sides: 
a letter bomb from the BBA and insults from 
Jérg Haider. 


From our Austrian correspondent 


A majority of Austria’s 5.8 
million voters are not yet 
ready for the radical recipes 
proposed by Haider 


tion Austria suffered when it elected the 
alleged war criminal Kurt Waldheim as presi- 
dent in 1986. 

A third factor was that much media cover- 
age in Austria and internationally in the run- 
up to the poll, centred on an amateur video 
film of Haider’s participation at the 
Ulrichsberg commemoration, where he 
praised Waffen SS veterans as “decent people 
with character’. 

Clearly, a majority of Austria’s 5.8 million 
voters are not ready for the radical recipes 
proposed by Haider, at least for the moment. 
However, that may change if the mainstream 
parties are not able to arrive at a consensus 
solution to Austria’s budgetary problems and 
produce a stable government of the centre. 
Austrian media commentators have cautiously 
avoided any suggestion that Haider can be 
written off. 

Although any role in government for him 
can be ruled out this time, the next elections 
are in 1998 and it is on these elections that the 
rabidly anti-immigrant Haider has always 
focused his attention. 


German television shows Haider 
praising Waffen SS veterans 


On 14 December, only three days before the 
Austrian elections, the German television sta- 
tion ARD broadcast footage from an amateur 
video film showing Jorg Haider, the fascist 
leader of the Freedom movement, addressing 
a fringe meeting of the Ulrichsberg military 
commemoration. 

The annual event, which commemorates 
the 1919 frontier war against Slovenia, is a 
magnet for the whole of the right in Austria, 
including the country’s conservative OVP 
Defence Minister. In addition to the main 
commemoration, other meetings are held to 
honour the murderous Waffen SS, attended 
by such luminaries as Gudrun Burwitz, 
daughter of the SS chief Heinrich Himmler. 

Haider is an enthusiastic attender at these 
gatherings, but seldom are his inflammatory 
speeches filmed. This year was different and 
his real face was on show at the reunion, in 
Krumpendorf, of the Waffen SS veterans’ 
organisation Kameradschaft IV. 

Addressing the SS men and their neo-nazi 
admirers as “dear friends”, Haider told them 
that it pleased him that: “In this world there 
are still decent people who have character, 
who can retain their convictions in the face of 


fierce headwinds and who have remained 
loyal to their convictions right up to today ... 
and that is a foundation passed on to us 
younger people.” 

Haider added to great applause: “A people 
that does not honour earlier generations is a 
people condemned to ruin. We shall prove”, 
he declared, “that we are not to be wiped out 
... we are morally superior to other people.” 

When the film was finally broadcast on the 
state television station ORF in Austria three 
days after the elections, Haider vigorously 
defended both himself and the Waffen SS. In 
an interview he said: “Everything I said was 
absolutely in order ... the Waffen SS was part 
of the Wehrmacht and because of that it 
deserves every honour and recognition”. 

His remarks were roundly condemned by 
mainstream politicians and parties, public fig- 
ures and the Jewish community. Meanwhile 
the state prosecutor’s office in Klagenfurt has 
announced that it will launch an inquiry into 
Haider’s comments on the suspicion that he 
has violated the country’s laws that outlaw 
attempts to revive nazism. The Greens have 
already brought charges against Haider on 
these grounds. 


Swedish nazis murder African refugee 


hen 22-year-old Gerard Gbeyo 

arrived in Sweden early in 1995, he 

did not know that he had only a 
few months left to live. His premature death — 
by murder — has shocked Sweden. 

Who was Gbeyo? Pictures of him show a 
young black man, barely out of his teens. 
Like all other youngsters he would have had 
his own personal dreams and wishes, he 
wanted to study and become somebody. 

When he arrived in Sweden he went under 
the name of Patrick Nadji, telling the 
immigration authorities that he was a 
political refugee from Chad. There was 
nothing suspicious about his change of identi- 
ty; a friend had simply told him that his 
chances of remaining in Sweden would be 
much better if he were to pose as a refugee 
from Chad. In reality he was from the Ivory 
Coast. His journey to Europe had the charac- 
ter of a tourist trip. He wanted to see the 
world. 

After his arrival, he stayed at a refugee cen- 
tre while the authorities began the tedious 
process of determining his future. He had few 
friends there and knew almost no Swedish 
citizens. 

One of his few Swedish friends lived in the 
town of Klippan, north of Malm6. On 9 
September Gbeyo took the bus to Klippan for 
a short visit, leaving his friend late in the 
evening to return to the centre. He never 
arrived. 

Sometime around midnight the police 
received an anonymous call stating that a 
“drunken black” was lying in a street in the 
city centre. A police patrol was sent, but 


found no one and returned to the police 
station. 

The dead body of Gerard Gbeyo was not 
discovered until almost 20 hours later. He was 
found at precisely the spot that the anony- 
mous caller had described, but a few metres 
off the street and partially hidden by thorn 
bushes. Gbeyo’s body had lain there for a 
whole day, less then two metres from one of 
Klippan’s busiest streets. 

The autopsy revealed the cause of death to 
be a single powerful stab injury to the heart, 
which damaged a major blood vessel. He may 
have lived up to an hour after the injury was 
inflicted. The circumstances of Gbeyo’s death 
were traumatic for the little town. Many citi- 
zens responded by laying flowers and lighting 
candles at the site. 

However, the case did not really make press 
headlines until the scene of the murder was 
desecrated by racists a few days later. A cab- 
bage, painted black, was turned into a 
grotesque mimicry of a black face with white 
eyes and red lips. Next to the head was found 
a note with a racist slur. 

It was not until six weeks later that the 
police apprehended a suspect, 16- year-old 
Pierre Ljunggren, who subsequently con- 
fessed to the murder. Also arrested and 
charged as an accessory to murder was 
Ljunggren’s 18-year-old friend, Kristian 
Arvidsson. Both were skinhead hangers-on 
and members of the local branch of the nazi 
Reich Front. 

While the authorities in Klippan have 
attempted to dismiss the murder as an “isolat- 
ed incident by two maniacs”, the police 


inquiry into the crime has uncovered a picture 
of growing nazi activism and organised race 
hate. 

The most disturbing aspect of the case is 
that the murder was surrounded by a conspir- 
acy of silence. Numerous school friends of 
Ljunggren knew for several weeks that he 
was guilty of murder but never tried to inform 
the authorities. At least 30 youngsters who 
hung around the local Reich Front nazi scene 
shared this knowledge. 

Ljunggren’s political track record goes 
back to his early teens, when he became 
involved in organising a local branch of the 
now defunct nazi terrorist group VAM (White 
Aryan Resistance). His bedroom was well 
stocked with nazi paraphernalia and litera- 
ture, including swastika flags and a full Ku 
Klux Klan outfit. 

The Reich Front was established in Klippan 
in 1993 and many local youths were recruited 
at nazi skinhead white power gigs. Ljunggren 
became one of its most vocal supporters, but 
it was a group of slightly older youths who 
held the real power in it. 

During his trial, which was closed to the 
public, Ljunggren declared that he does “not 
mind immigrants”, as long as they are white 
and from northern Europe. Arvidsson said he 
was an “aspirant member” of the Reich Front 
and revealed that he had armed himself with a 
pistol hidden in his parents’ backyard. 

Their confessions also detail the back- 
ground to the murder. During the evening 
Ljunggren and Arvidsson had joined a larger 


Continued on next page 


Searchlight, February 1996 19 


Commission proposes European year against racism 


n December the 
[ees Commission 

adopted its first ever 
anti-racist proposal, the 
Communication on Racism, 
Xenophobia and Anti 
Semitism. This was accom- 
panied by a proposal to the 
Council of Ministers to des- 
ignate 1997 “European Year Against 
Racism”. The resulting 28-page document 
brings together the Commission’s activities in 
the fight against racism as well as outlining 
the action the Commission proposes to take 
in the future. It highlights the exact role the 
Commission hopes to play in complementing 
the member states’ action in this field. The 
Commission concedes that the 
Communication has been brought forward in 
light of the Council of Ministers’ 
Consultative Committee’s work on racism 
and xenophobia and the work of the European 
Parliament. 

At the launch of the Communication in 
Strasbourg, Commissioner Flynn said: “... if 
we want to combat racism successfully, we 
will need to ensure that we address the under- 
lying social issues. While of course informa- 
tion, education and legislation all have vital 
roles to play, we must also ensure that the 
deeper causes are addressed.’ The racist 
menace has been around for the past decade; 
the European Parliament has _ repeatedly 
highlighted the issue and the need for action. 
Its calls, up until now, have been completely 
ignored by the European Commission who 
have contented themselves with pious speech- 
es in the Chamber at Strasbourg about the 
evils of racism and fascism without providing 
any concrete initiatives whatsoever. It has 
taken 10 years and an ever increasing number 
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group of nazis stomping around the city cen- 
tre, drinking beer and making Hitler salutes to 
passers-by. 

Shortly before midnight, they came upon 
Gbeyo on his way to the bus and decided to 
“teach him a lesson”. Ljunggren donned a 
swastika sleeve badge and walked up to 
Gbeyo. The unsuspecting Gbeyo smiled at his 
killer and politely said “Good evening”. 
Ljunggren replied: “Nigger you’re gonna die. 
I’m gonna kill you”, and plunged his knife 
into Gbeyo’s heart. 

Following the murder, Ljunggren and 
Arvidsson went home to celebrate their mur- 
derous evening with liberal helpings of 
chocolate pudding. The next day, when 
Ljunggren realised he had killed Gbeyo, he 
reacted with pride and elation. 

Gbeyo was subjected to one final indignity. 
When the authorities eventually found out the 
address of his family, they simply mailed his 
cremated remains in a cardboard box. Any 
bureaucrat with access to even half a brain 
and a book on funeral rituals would have 
quickly discovered that bereaved people in 
the Ivory Coast do not cremate their loved 
ones. 


From our Swedish correspondent 
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Glyn Ford, MEP, a member of the Socialist 
Group in the European Parliament and a 
leading campaigner against racism and 
fascism, reports on the actions of Europe’s 


parliamentary far right. 


of racial attacks and murders for the 
Commission finally to see the light. 

But of course the Commission’s feeble 
approach has been the sin of omission rather 
than commission, a failure to challenge the 
xenophobic position of member states like the 
UK, which as reported last month wants at 
worst to veto, at best to opt out from, a 
European move to ban Holocaust denial and 
present legislation to allow extradition 
between member states of those accused of 
race hate crimes. 

The Commission’s Communication itself 
sets out the key areas which are to be built 
into existing policy areas. They are grouped 
under seven headings: 

@ Promoting integration and opening path- 
ways to inclusion; 

@ Promoting equal opportunities and reduc- 
ing discrimination; 

@ Raising public awareness and combating 
prejudice; 

@ Preventing racist behaviour and violence; 
@ Monitoring and punishing racist crime; 

@ International cooperation; 

@ The question of European legislation. 

The Commission also reiterates its 
demands for “specific powers” to combat 
racism to be included in the Treaty. This is 
something which I have written about before 
in this column and I would place the issue of 
racism on the same footing as sex discrimina- 
tion, involving the European Parliament and 
the Court of Justice. With the 1996 Inter 
Governmental Conference to commence this 
year the pressure has to be kept up to ensure 


Michael Howard, the British Home Secretary, pushes through new laws against 


this vital Treaty amendment 
goes ahead. 

The result of anti-racist 
legislation will mean that 
there will be a requirement 
for a non _ discrimination 
clause to be inserted in all 
pieces of Commission 
legislation. 

At Strasbourg the Reflection Group set up 
to look at the issues which will be discussed 
at the forthcoming Inter Governmental 
Conference presented the report that will 
form the basis of this year’s negotiations. The 
report takes up the need to bring the issue of 
immigration and asylum under the first pillar 
and therefore involve the European 
Parliament and the Court of Justice. However 
the report admits such a view was not accept- 
ed by everyone; no need to guess who object- 
ed to such changes! 

In the declaration signed by the Labour 
Party and the other leaders of the Party of 
European Socialists following the Madrid 
Summit they agreed that EU initiatives 
should complement national efforts and the 
need for a stronger role for the European 
Commission, democratic scrutiny by the 
European Parliament and the availability of 
judicial review by the European Court of 
Justice. 

Everyone now seems to be singing the 
same tune and awake to the evils of racism 
and the necessity of a Treaty reform so that 
the European Union can seriously address the 
issue of racism. 

It is not just in Europe that action is starting 
to be taken. In Jordan there is a move centred 
around the Crown Prince to attempt to paral- 
lel the success of the Inter Parliamentary 
Council Against Anti Semitism, set up in 
1990, by setting up similar organisations to 
fight “Islamophobia”. Although such moves 
are welcomed, we would have to ensure any 
such organisation remains independent. 


asylum seekers, while refusing to endorse Europe-wide laws against racism and 


Holocaust revisionism 


REFLEX — 
REPORTS 
FRANCE - 


he extreme-right Front National is con- 
tinuing its moves towards more 
involvement in social issues, even 
though the party, and its normally voluble 
leader Jean-Marie Le Pen, displayed a deaf- 
ening silence during the massive strikes in 
November and December against government 
public spending cuts. 

The FN was unable to intervene because it 
was caught, most embarrassingly, in the con- 
tradiction between its real anti-working class 
policies, which led it to declare its opposition 
to the strikes, and the aspirations of many of 
its working class voters, who took part in the 
stoppages. 

Perhaps partly as a result of its discomfi- 
ture, the party has now decided to resume its 
activities in a number of professional and 
occupational groups, which it has tended to 
neglect over the past few years. At the top of 
the list of these groups, as one would expect 
from FN “law and order” fans, are the police. 
For the first time ever, the FN presented a full 
slate of candidates in elections for police rep- 
resentatives at the end of the year. The FN’s 
own police group, the Front National de la 
police (FNP), won 7.5 per cent of the vote; 
more than the 6 per cent achieved by the far- 
right police “union”, the Fédération profes- 
sionnelle indépendante de la police (FPIP). 

The FPIP has a long history of flirting with 
the politically organised extreme right, having 
variously had links with fascists from 
l’Euvre francaise and, for a time, the openly 
nazi Parti Nationaliste Frangais et Européen. 
However in the latest police ballot it took a 
position much closer to President Jacques 
Chirac’s conservative Rassemblement pour la 
République (RPR). This new stance follows 
the FPIP’s support for the RPR, of which the 
Interior Minister is a member, in last year’s 
municipal elections. 

The FPIP’s main stronghold is Marseille, 
where it got 10.75 per cent in the police poll, 
but it also secured election on police repre- 
sentative bodies in the regions of Lorraine, 
Picardy, Normandy and Provence. 

The FNP obtained its strongest support in 
Paris with 12 per cent of the vote. Led by 
Jean-Paul Laurendeau, it campaigned on a 
programme that included demands for the 
police to have the right to use firearms after 
giving a warning. At present, according to 
rules laid down more than 50 years ago under 
the wartime Nazi collaborationist Vichy 
regime, a policeman can only open fire if his 
own or someone else’s life is directly threat- 
ened. The right to shoot after a warning is 
reserved for the paramilitary gendarmerie. 

Bolstered by its results in the police elec- 
tions, the FN is now busy trying to extend its 


Reflex is 
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French equivalent of 


Searchlight. It publishes a magazine and 


carries out excellent research and analysis 
of the far right in France. Its staff have a 
strong sense of international cooperation 
and have agreed to exchange articles with 


new-found social strategy into other profes- 
sional and occupational sectors. The FN’s 
organisations that have existed for many years 
among farmers and teachers to spread the 
party’s ideas are being dusted off and given a 
new lease of life. These groups have in the 
past functioned only haphazardly and at key 
times such as election periods. The one 
exception has been the FN groups within the 
health professions. These have campaigned 
successfully to obtain support and endorse- 
ment from doctors for the policies of the FN. 

Le Pen has given responsibility for coordi- 
nating the new strategy to a front organisation 
called Enterprise Moderne et Liberté (EML), 
led by Jean-Michel Dubois. Dubois was for- 
merly a member of the RPR but left in 1987 
to join the FN, of which he is a key financial 
supporter. It was Dubois who opened the door 
for Le Pen to big firms such as the ballpoint 
pen company, Bic, and the tourist riverboat 
concern, the Compagnie des bateaux mouches. 

Despite his fundraising acumen, Dubois is 
not a popular figure among FN activists, who 
regard him as far too close to the the right- 
wing religious Moon sect. Although he was 
not elected to either the FN’s central commit- 
tee or its political bureau at the party’s 
January 1994 congress, he nevertheless sits 
on both, put there by Le Pen. 

Le Pen’s faith and trust in Dubois is bound- 
less. In the latest example of his master’s 
sponsorship, Dubois visited Baghdad with Le 
Pen’s young wife Jany, returning to establish 
an aid organisation, SOS enfants d’Iraq, 
which blames the catastrophic situation in 
Iraq on the United Nations embargo against 
the Saddam Hussein dictatorship. 

The FN will not find it easy to penetrate 
trade unions and professional associations. 
Extreme right-wing “trade unions” already 
exist among skilled workers and craftsmen 
and they will not be enamoured with the 
prospect of competition from the FN. In agri- 
culture too the loyalty even of the most 
extreme right-wing farmers has stayed with 
long-established organisations such as the 
Fédération Frangaise de |’ Agriculture and the 
Coordination rurale. 

Equally problematic will be the FN’s 
efforts to break into public sector organisa- 
tions. The FN’s policies — aimed at cutting the 
public sector to ribbons — are understandably 
unpopular and the main employees’ organisa- 
tions are controlled by the left. 

The one exception is education. The FN 
has managed to establish the very small 
Mouvement pour un enseignement national 
(Movement for a national education) whose 
leader, Olivier Pichon, makes statements on 
such well worn extreme-right themes as vio- 
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Front National goes for social policies 


lence in schools and the growing numbers of 
pupils with an Islamic cultural or religious 
background. However, Pichon still urges FN 
members to stay within the main teachers’ 
organisations. 

The same line prevails in the industrial sec- 
tor, where the party’s influence is perhaps 
weakest among organised workers. It is rare 
to find FN activists in organisations such as 
the bitterly anti-communist Force Ouvriére, 
which was created with US funding during 
the Cold War, or in the communist CGT, 
although the fascists have tried to make head- 
way, with little success, among dockers. 

Meanwhile, despite its rediscovery of 
“social” politics, the FN showed its true anti- 
social face in the city of Marignane, which it 
controls, when it scrapped the city’s tradition- 
al support for the Restaurants de la Coeur 
(Restaurants of the Heart), which provide aid 
over Christmas to the poorest families. The 
poor and needy are firmly excluded from the 
FN’s outlook and practices, which are tailored 
only to meet the requirements of the rich and 
prosperous, as long as they are not Jewish or 
Islamic. 


POSTERS 
Only a few left 


An attractive full-colour large 
poster containing information 
about nazism, fascism and extreme 
nationalism in western and eastern 
Europe. Includes annotated map, 
symbols of the main far-right 
groups and their ideological posi- 
tions wherever nazis are active. 


An excellent resumé for anyone 
interested in European politics 


Produced by Searchlight in conjunction 
with Humanist, the journal of the 
Humanist Association of Norway. 


473 x 690mm. 
High quality glossy paper 
Sent in strong cardboard tube. 


Originally £7 
Now reduced to £3 
incl UK postage 


Please send payment with orders to: 
Searchlight, 37B New Cavendish St, 
London W1M 8JR. 
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ON THE STATES 


Skinhead soldiers arrested 
on racist murder charges 


Three soldiers stationed at Ft Bragg were 
arrested in December in the execution-style 
shooting deaths of a black couple in 
Fayetteville, North Carolina. They were part 
of a clique of at least 20 racist skinheads on 
the base, home of the fabled 82nd Airborn 
Division. The killings have sparked an offi- 
cial investigation into “extremist activities” at 
army bases in the United States, Europe and 
Korea. 

Concern about the murders was heightened 
by knowledge that Timothy McVeigh, Terry 
Nichols and Michael Fortier, charged in the 
Oklahoma City bombing, were all members 
of the same army unit. Fortier is now cooper- 
ating with the prosecution. A report on the 
army’s investigation is expected on | March. 

Two of the three in North Carolina, James 
Burmeister and Malcolm Wright, are charged 
with murder, the third man drove the car and 


is charged with conspiracy. Burmeister was a 
known white supremacist on the base. Ten 
months before the shooting, neo-nazi materi- 
als were found in his barracks. He was 
stripped of his security clearance last August 
after a fight with a black soldier. A nazi flag 
was tacked to his wall in a trailer room he 
rented off the base. Burmeister also had a 
bomb making manual, copies of Resistance 
magazine and other white supremacist litera- 
ture. Resistance, published by George Burdi, 
is a thriving skinzine at the heart of a success- 
ful music publishing operation. It is the 
American counterpart of the Swedish maga- 
zine Nordland. 

Newspapers have reported that Burmeister 
told several friends he wanted to earn a “spi- 
der web” tattoo, indicating that he had killed 
a racial enemy. Burmeister also frequented a 
bar known as Purgatory, favoured by skin- 


heads and white supremacists. Fayetteville 
has been a seedbed for neo-nazi and Klan 
activity since the mid-1980s, when Glenn 
Miller’s White Patriot Party was strong in the 
area and trafficked in weapons stolen from 
the base. 

It is not certain whether the army will 
include the Resister newsletter (not to be con- 
fused with Resistance) within the scope of its 
investigation. Resister is anonymously pro- 
duced by the “Special Forces Underground”. 
Its sole public spokesman is a Kansas City 
lawyer, Kevin Jamison, who claims to have 
signed on to the “Underground” after meeting 
its members at a gun rally in Washington DC. 
Jamison is also the president of his local gun 
club, the Western Missouri Shooters Alliance, 
according to a report in the Kansas City Star 
newspaper. 

Resister first started circulating during 
1994, when militia activity was at a peak. It 
was routinely posted on the internet until the 
Oklahoma bomb curtailed some public militia 
activity. It is still circulating on military 
bases. 

In addition to opposing communism, 
socialism and other forms of “tyranny”, the 
Special Forces Underground objects to 
“unlimited democracy and the universal fran- 
chise”’. It also “advocate[s] active resistance 
against the United Nations”, a favourite target 
of militias and the far right. They now have a 
cause célébre in Michael New. 

When Michael New, a 22-year-old army 
medic, was assigned to United Nations peace- 
keeping missions to Macedonia, he was 
ordered to don the standard issue blue helmet 
like the rest of the troops. He refused. The 
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and Luckenwalde. 


and Rabaz (Nuremberg). 


US militia expert tours Germany 


Jonathan Mozzochi, a leading US colleague of Searchlight, from the 
Coalition for Human Dignity in Portland, Oregon, will feature as the 
main speaker in a 15-city speaking tour of Germany in February. The 
tour starts in Niirnberg on 10 February and goes on to include 
Reutlingen, Stuttgart, Frankfurt, Wuppertal, Oldenburg, Bremen, 
Bielefeld, Leipzig, Dresden, Braunschweig, Kiel, Hamburg, Potsdam 


The public meetings are being organised as a joint campaign by 
Searchlight and its German sister magazine Antifaschistisches Info 
Blatt, together with the regional anti-fascist publications, Der 
rechte Rand (Hanover), NRW Zeitung (Wuppertal), ATZE (Kiel) 
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ss | Mozzochi, who has done extensive research on the extreme right 
in its Pacific Northwest heartland, will give an overview of the 
current situation in the USA, concentrating on the rise of the 
anti-federal, anti-democratic militia movement and the roles of 
Christian fundamentalism and the guns lobby. He will also 
show the ideological and organisational connections between 
North American and European fascists. 


As part of the publicity for the tour Searchlight and 
Antifaschistisches Info Blatt have published an eight-page 
brochure in German full of information on the US far right. 
It will also be included as a pull-out supplement to the German 
magazines sponsoring the tour. Thousands of copies of a full-colour poster have 
been printed to assist local publicity efforts for the meetings. 


Working together against racism and fascism 


The speaking tour by Jonathan Mozzochi 
in February, mentioned on the previous 
page, is part of the growing international 
cooperation of the anti-fascist movement 
across the world. Searchlight is now just 
one of a series of national anti-fascist 
publications produced in a number of 
countries. 

Our colleagues in Germany kicked off 
an international publicity drive by devot- 
ing the back page of their November/ 
December 1995 Antifaschistisches Info- 
blatt to anti-fascist publications around 
Europe. Expo, the new anti-fascist 
Swedish publication, then followed suit 

While Searchlight carries international 
news every month, for more detailed 
coverage in Searchlight’s objective style, 
we list here the main foreign-language 
anti-fascist publications. 


Continued from previous page 


Liberty Lobby, the John Birch Society and 
every militia group with its own newsletter 
supported New and claimed he was protecting 
American sovereignty from the United 
Nations “one world government”. After sev- 
eral months of the far right’s campaign, 
“scores of legislators opposed to United 
States involvement with United Nations oper- 
ations have signed a petition supporting the 
soldier”, who is now subject to court martial, 
according to the New York Times. 


Do Americans know their 
troops are making the world 
safe? 


Since 1945, American troops have fought 
major wars in Korea, Vietnam and the Persian 
Gulf; “stabilised” the Dominican Republic, 
“protected American students” by overthrow- 
ing the government of Grenada and “stopped 
the flow of drugs” by deposing Panama’s 
Manuel Noriega. There is no point, of course, 
in recounting various CIA adventures in 
Guatemala, Nicaragua, Haiti, etc. Now comes 
Bosnia. 

So what do Americans know about 
European wars? 

A New York Times poll of average 
American adults found that 29 per cent had 
no idea to what “D Day” referred. Fourteen 
per cent thought it was the day “we won” the 
Second World War, 10 per cent thought it was 
the bombing of Pearl Harbor and 7 per cent 
thought it was the day “we dropped the atom- 
ic bomb”. Relax European readers, 27 per 
cent knew it referred to the Allied troops 
landing at Normandy. 

On the question of who was the enemy dur- 
ing the Second World War, Americans did 
much better: 60 per cent of adults knew it was 
Germany and 53 per cent knew it was Japan. 
On the other hand, 40 per cent did not know it 
was Germany. 

With this combination of blissful ignorance 
and ignorant belligerence, the American far 
right has once again taken up the banner of 
isolationism. Hello Tuzla! 


The back page of 
the latest Antifa 
Infoblatt. The 
heading reads 
“Anti-fascist news- 
papers, eagerly 
read everywhere”. 
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International 
anti-fascist 
publications 


Antifaschistisches Infoblatt, c/o L Meyer, 
Gneisenaustrasse 2A, 10961 Berlin, 
Germany 


Expo, Box 1031, 114 79 Stockholm, 
Sweden 


Monitor, Postbox 4406, Nygardstangen, 
5028 Bergen, Norway 


Reflexes, 21 ter rue Voltaire, 
75011 Paris, France 


Nyhedsbrev, PO Box 1110, 
1009 Copenhagen K, Denmark 


CAREF, 2-6 Leeke Street, 
London WC1X 9HS 


The Dignity Report, quarterly journal of 
the leading US anti-fascist organisation, 
the Coalition for Human Dignity, PO 
Box 40344, Portland, Oregon 97240, 
USA 


Reunited Germany 
The New Danger 


Fifty years after the defeat of 
Nazi Germany, German 
nationalism is growing again. 
While Searchlight has reported 
extensively the rise of neo- 
nazism, the new conservative 
nationalists, whose aim is to 
make Germany great again, 
have esacped serious attention. 

This booklet scrutinises some - 
aspects of the new nationalism 
and revived German militarism. 
Many of the facts presented will 
shock. But it is important that 
people worldwide are aware of 
what is happening in the heart 
of Europe. 


£3 plus p&p (60 A4 pages) 


To obtain your copy, please send 
£3 plus 50p postage per copy (£1 
overseas) to Searchlight, 37B 
New Cavendish Street, London 
WIM 8JR. 

ISBN 0 9522038 1 2 
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Community Responses 
to Racism and Fascism 


What can you do if racist and fascist 
activities affect your community? 

How can you support victims of racist attacks? 
What should you do if fascists are standing 
in elections? 

How do fascists infiltrate local organisations? 
What are your rights if you are racially 
harassed or attacked? 

How do racists recruit young people at football 
grounds and concerts? 

What does the law say about racism and 
how can you use it? 

How can you educate your community about the 
dangers of racial hatred? 

How can you organise successful anti-racist 
events and get publicity for your work? 
What do racists and fascists believe and how 
are they organised? 


Searchlight has brought together all its 33 years’ 
experience of fighting racism and fascism to 
produce this unique and comprehensive handbook. 
You will find over 200 pages of information on the 
history of racism and fascism in this country and 
the state of the far right today. It is packed full of 
practical suggestions for trade unionists, teachers, 
youth workers and anti-racists and anti-fascists 
everywhere. This book will prove to be the 
essential reference book for defeating racist ideas 
and responding to violence. 


Order your copies now 


Organisations £30 + £4 p&p 
Community groups £20 + £4 p&p 
Individuals £15 + £4 p&p 


Bulk discounts and overseas post rates on enquiry. 
Payment with orders 
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| When hate comes to town. 
| Please send orders with your payment to 
| Searchlight Educational Trust 
| 37B New Cavendish Street, London W1M 8JR | 

I 

I 


| Tel 0171 284 4040 Fax 0171 284 4410 
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Anti-fascist fightback 


Anti-fascist groups can be contacted at these addresses 


United Campaign Against Racism 

Woburn House, Tavistock Sq, London WC1H OBZ - 
Bradford AFA PO Box 127, Leeds, LS3 11S 
Camden Unity 


c/o Searchlight, 37B New Cavendish St, London W1M 8JR 


Campus Watch telephone (24 hours) 01426 942 826 
Cleveland AFA Box 13, c/o St Mary's Centre, 

Corporation Road, Middlesbrough, Cleveland 
Edinburgh AFA PO Box 474, Edinburgh, EH11 


Exeter AFA c/o The Flying Post, PO Box 185, Exeter, EX4 4EW 
Greenwich Campaign Against Racial Attacks 
2nd Floor, 115-123 Powis St, London SE18 8JL 


Halifax AFA PO Box 127, Leeds, LS3 ITS 
Herts AFA PO Box 245, St Albans, Herts 
Islington ARAFA 


c/o Box 11, Centreprise, Kingsland High St, London E8 
Kent Anti-Fascist Committee 
PO Box 88, Rochester, Kent, MEI 1AU 
Lanarkshire CARF PO Box 981, Hamilton, ML3 8EL 
Leeds AFA PO Box 127, Leeds, LS3 ITS, tel 0113 242 4680 
Leicester Anti-Fascist Alliance PO Box 368, Leicester, LE2 7YZ 
Liverpool AFA PO Box 110, Liverpool, L69 8DP 
Newham Monitoring Project 
PO Box 273, Forest Gate, London E7 
North West Monitoring Group 
telephone 0370 392 414 (noon to midnight) 
Norwich AFA PO Box 73, Norwich, NR1 2EB 
Nottinghamshire Anti-Fascist Alliance 
PO Box 179, Nottingham, NGI 3AQ 
Oldham Action Against Racism 
c/o Brian Davis, MP, GMB, 108 Union St, Oldham, OL1 1DY 
Reading CARF 4 Silver St, Reading, Berkshire 
Rochdale CARF 
c/o Brian Davis, MP, GMB, 108 Union St, Oldham, OL1 1DY 
Sheffield Against Racism & Fascism 
Sheffield College Students’ Union, Granville Rd, Sheffield S2 2RL 
SW London Anti-Fascist Association c/o Searchlight 
Tyne and Wear Anti-Fascist Association 
4 The Cloth Market, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE] IEA 
Wellingborough Anti-Fascist Alliance c/o Wellingborough REC, 
Victoria Centre, Palka Rd, Wellingborough, NN8 1HT 


York AFA PO Box 306, York, YO3 7GH 


